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English – Reading  
 
 
 

This document has been designed to provide an overview of the progression in curriculum expectations for EYFS to Year 6 in reading. This includes the 
outline of each of the core areas of the reading curriculum including: 

•Word Reading   

•Comprehension 

This document also refers to the key fundamentals in reading, including: 

Early Reading & Phonics, Fluency, Knowledge, Vocabulary, Strategies and Reading for Pleasure 

 
 
 

Our BSM vision:  
 

We are determined that every pupil at Bulwell St Mary’s will learn to read, regardless of their background, needs or abilities. We recognise that reading is 
fundamental to our pupil’s future success and is key to learning in all subjects. Therefore, we want all of our pupils to develop a love of reading to support 
their successes and future lives.  
 



 



 

 
 
 
EYFS Knowledge  
The EYFS framework is structured very differently to the national curriculum as it is organised across seven areas of learning rather than subject areas. 

The aim of this document is to help subject leaders to understand how the skills taught across EYFS feed into national curriculum subjects.  

This document demonstrates which statements from the 2020 Development Matters are prerequisite skills for reading within the national curriculum. 

The table below outlines the most relevant statements taken from the Early Learning Goals in the EYFS statutory framework and the Development 

Matters age ranges for Three and Four-Year-Olds and Reception to match the programme of study for reading. The most relevant statements for 

reading are taken from the following areas of learning:  

• Communication and Language  

• Literacy  

• Expressive Arts and Design  

• Understanding the World  
 



 

 EYFS  

                                                      Book Focus 
 

Owl Babies by Martin Waddell                                           The Smeds and the Smoos by Julia Donaldson 
Chapati Moon by Pippa Goodhart                                      Oliver’s Vegetables by Vivian French 
Martha Maps it Out by Leigh Hogkinson                           Heather has two mummies by Leslie Newman 
What Jobs Could you do? By Catherine Barr                    Mixed by Arree Chung 
People Who help us  by John Wood                                   The Very hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle 
Emma Jane’s Aeroplane by Daniel RIpley 

Word Reading   

Phonics and Decoding   

Three and Four-
Year-Olds  

Literacy  • Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can:  
• spot and suggest rhymes  
• count or clap syllables in words  
• recognise words with the same initial sound, such as money and mother  

Reception  Literacy  • Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them.  
• Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of letter-sound 

correspondences.  
• Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them.  
• Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter-sound 

correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception words.  
  

 



ELG  Literacy  Word Reading  • Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs.  
• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending.  
• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, 

including some common exception words.  

Common Exception Words    

Reception  Literacy  • Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme.  

Fluency    

Three and  
Four-Year-Olds  

Literacy  Understand the five key concepts about print:  
• print has meaning  
• print can have different purposes  
• we can read English text from left to right and from top to bottom  
• the names of different parts of a book  
• page sequencing  

  
Develop their phonological awareness, so that they can:  

• spot and suggest rhymes  
• count or clap syllables in words  
• recognise words with the same initial sound, such as money and mother  

 Reception  Literacy  • Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of letter-sound 
correspondences.  

• Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter-sound 
correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception words.  

• Re-read books to build up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their 
understanding and enjoyment.  

 ELG  Literacy  Reading  • Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, 
including some common exception words.  

 Reading: Comprehension   

 Understanding and Correcting Inaccuracies   



Three and  
Four-Year-Olds   

Communication and Language  • Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.  
• Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?”  

 

  • Be able to express a point of view and debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, 
using words as well as actions.  

Literacy  • Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary.  

Reception  Communication and Language  • Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding.  
• Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text, some as exact 

repetition and some in their own words.  
• Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound.  
• Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge 

and vocabulary.  

ELG  Literacy  Comprehension  • Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives 
using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary.  

• Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories.  
• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-

fiction, rhymes and poems and during role play.  

Comparing, Contrasting and Commenting  

Three and  
Four-Year-Olds  

Communication and Language  • Be able to express a point of view and debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using 
words as well as actions.  

Reception  Understanding the World  • Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past.  

ELG  Communication 
and Language  

Listening,  
Attention and  
Understanding  

• Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and 
actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions.  

Speaking  • Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary 
from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate.  

Words in Context and Authorial Choice   



Three and  
Four-Year-Olds  

Communication and Language  • Use a wider range of vocabulary.  

Literacy  • Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary.  

Reception  Communication and Language  • Learn new vocabulary.  
• Use new vocabulary throughout the day.  
• Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text, some as exact  

 

  repetition and some in their own words.  
• Use new vocabulary in different contexts.  
• Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new 

knowledge and vocabulary.  

ELG  Communication 
and Language  

Speaking   • Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary 
from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate.  

Literacy  Comprehension  • Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives 
using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary.  

• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, 
nonfiction, rhymes and poems and during role play.  

Inference and Prediction  

Three and  
Four-Year-Olds  

Communication and Language  • Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?”  

ELG  Communication 
and Language  

Speaking  • Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary 
from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate.  

Literacy  Comprehension  • Anticipate (where appropriate) key events in stories.  

Poetry and Performance  

Three and  
Four-Year-Olds  

Communication and Language  
• Sing a large repertoire of songs.  

Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story.  



Expressive Arts and Design  • Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something else even though they 

are not similar.  

• Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls 

houses, etc.  

• Remember and sing entire songs.  

• Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’).  

• Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down and down and up) of familiar  

  songs.  

Create their own songs, or improvise a song around one they know.  

Reception   Communication and Language  • Engage in story times.  
• Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text, some as exact 

repetition and some in their own words.  
Learn rhymes, poems and songs.  

Expressive Arts and Design  • Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody.  
• Develop storylines in their pretend play.  

ELG  Literacy   Comprehension  • Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives 
using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary.  

Expressive Arts 
and Design  

Creating with 
Materials   

• Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories.  

Being 
Imaginative and 
Expressive  

• Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with their peers and their teacher.  
• Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and (when appropriate) try to move 

in time to music.  

 Non-Fiction    

Reception  Communication and Language  • Engage in non-fiction books.  
• Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new 

knowledge and vocabulary.  



ELG  Communication 
and Language   

Speaking  • Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary 
from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate.  

  Literacy  Comprehension  • Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, nonfiction, 
rhymes and poems and during role play.  

  

  

 

  

 

Year 1   

Class Authors  
  

Oliver Jeffers 
Tom Percival 

Vashti Harrison 

Book focus  
  

Poetry  

  
Weather Poetry 
Seasons poetry 

National curriculum   

Word Reading    



Decoding  • apply phonic knowledge to decode words  

• speedily read all 40+ letters/groups for 40+ phonemes  

• read accurately by blending taught GPC  

• read common exception words  

• read common suffixes (-s, -es, -ing, -ed, etc.)  

• read multisyllable words containing taught GPCs  

• read contractions and understanding use of apostrophe  

•  read aloud phonically-decodable texts  

  
  

 

Comprehension   

  

Range of reading  

• listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which they can 

read independently  

• being encouraged to link what they read or hear read to their own experiences  

Familiarity with texts  

• becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and considering their 

particular characteristics  

• recognising and joining in with predictable phrases  

Discussing reading  
• participate in discussion about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to what others say  

• explain clearly their understanding of what is read to them  

Word meanings  • discussing word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known  

Understanding  
• drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher  

• checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading  

Inference  
• discussing the significance of the title and events  
• making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done  

Prediction  • predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far  



Poetry and Performance   

  • learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite some by heart  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Year 2  

Class Authors  
  

Roald Dahl 
Shaun Tan 

Ann Turnbull 

Book focus  

  

Poetry  
  

Marvellous Potions 
 

Roald Dahl’s Rotten Rhymes 
 



National curriculum  

Word Reading   

Decoding  • secure phonic decoding until reading is fluent  

• read accurately by blending, including alternative sounds for graphemes  

• read multi-syllable words containing these graphemes  

• read common suffixes  

Comprehension  

  
Range of reading  

• listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-
fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read independently  

Familiarity with texts  • becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales  

• recognising simple recurring literary language in stories and poetry  

Discussing reading  • participate in discussion about books, poems & other works that are read to them & those that they can read for 

themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say  

• explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems and other material, both those that they listen to and 
those that they read for themselves  

Word meanings  • discussing and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary  

• discussing their favourite words and phrases  

Understanding  • discussing the sequence of events in books and how items of information are related  

• drawing on what they already know or on background information and vocabulary provided by the teacher  

• checking that the text makes sense to them as they read and correcting inaccurate reading  

Inference  • making inferences on the basis of what is being said and done  

• answering and asking questions  

Prediction  • predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far  

Poetry and Performance   



  • continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, appreciating these and reciting some, with appropriate 
intonation to make the meaning clear  

Non-Fiction   

  • being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in different ways  

  

  

  

 

 Year 3  

Class Authors/ 
Readers 

 
Ibtihaj Muhhamad 

 
Lupita Nyongo 

                          Book focus 
  
  

Poetry  
  

Don’t-Michael Rosen 
Performance poetry 

Shape poems 
  

 National curriculum  



Word Reading    

Decoding  • apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes, both to read aloud and to understand the 

meaning of new words they meet  

• read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and sound, and where these 
occur in the word  

Comprehension   

  

Range of reading  
• listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks  

• reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes  

Familiarity with texts  • increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling 

some of these orally  

• identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books  

Discussing reading  • participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns 
and listening to what others say  

Word meanings  • using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read  

Understanding  • checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in 

context  

*asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  

*identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these  

Inference  • drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence  

Prediction  • predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  

Authorial Intent  • discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination  

• identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  

Poetry and Performance   



  • preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, 

volume and action  

• recognising some different forms of poetry  

Non-Fiction   

  • retrieve and record information from non-fiction  

  

  

 

Year 4  

Class Authors/Readers  
  

RJ Polacio 
Max Evans 

Book focus 
  

 

Poetry  
  

Magic Box – Kit Wright 
 

Greek poetry 
 

Performance poetry 

National curriculum  

Word Reading   



Decoding  • apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes, both to read aloud and to understand the 

meaning of new words they meet  

• read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and sound, and where these 
occur in the word  

Comprehension  

  

Range of reading  
• listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks  

• reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes  

Familiarity with texts  • increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling 

some of these orally  

• identifying themes and conventions in a wide range of books  

Discussing reading  • participate in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns 
and listening to what others say  

Word meanings  • using dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they have read  

Understanding  • checking that the text makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in 

context  

*asking questions to improve their understanding of a text  

*identifying main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarising these  

Inference  • drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence  

Prediction  • predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  

Authorial Intent  • discussing words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination  

• identifying how language, structure, and presentation contribute to meaning  

Poetry and Performance   



  • preparing poems and play scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, 

volume and action  

• recognising some different forms of poetry  

Non-Fiction   

  • retrieve and record information from non-fiction  

  

  

  

  

 

Year 5  

Class Readers/ Authors  
  

Michael Morpurgo 
Emma Carroll 

  

                          Book focus 
  

 

Poetry  
  

Haikus 
Limericks 
Cinquains 



National curriculum  

Word Reading   

Decoding  • apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology and etymology), both to read aloud 
and to understand the meaning of new words that they meet  

Comprehension  

  

Range of reading  
• continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference 

books or textbooks  

• reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes  

• making comparisons within and across books  

Familiarity with texts  • increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories, modern 

fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions  

• identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing  

 

Discussing reading  • recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices  

• participate in discussions about books, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously  

• explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations and 
debates, *provide reasoned justifications for their views  

Word meanings    

Understanding  • checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words 

in context  

• asking questions to improve their understanding  

• summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details to support the main 
ideas  

Inference  • drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence  



Prediction  • predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  

Authorial Intent  • identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning  

• discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader  

Poetry and Performance   

  • learning a wider range of poetry by heart  

• preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone and 
volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience  

Non-Fiction   

  • distinguish between statements of fact and opinion  

• retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction  

 

Year 6  

Class Readers/Authors 
  
 

Malorie Blackman 
David Weisner 

Peter Bunzl 

Book focus 
  

  

Poetry  
  

War poetry 
 

If - Kipling 

National curriculum  

Word Reading   



Decoding  • apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (morphology and etymology), both to read aloud 
and to understand the meaning of new words that they meet  

Comprehension  

 

  

Range of reading  
• continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference 

books or textbooks  

• reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes  

• making comparisons within and across books  

Familiarity with texts  • increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories, modern 

fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions  

• identifying and discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide range of writing  

Discussing reading  • recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices  

• participate in discussions about books, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously  

• explain and discuss their understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations and 
debates, *provide reasoned justifications for their views  

Word meanings    

Understanding  • checking that the book makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and exploring the meaning of words 

in context  

• asking questions to improve their understanding  

• summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details to support the main 
ideas  

Inference  • drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence  

Prediction  • predicting what might happen from details stated and implied  



Authorial Intent  • identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning  

• discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader  

Poetry and Performance  

  • learning a wider range of poetry by heart  

• preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone and 
volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience  

Non-Fiction  

  • distinguish between statements of fact and opinion  

• retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Content Domain: Year 1  

Vocabulary 

1a 
Draw on 

knowledge of  
vocabulary to 

understand texts   

Discuss word meanings, linking new meanings to those already known.  

Understand books they have read and listened to by drawing on what they already know or on background information and 

vocabulary.  

Inference 

1d 
Make 

inferences 

from the text.  

In a book they have read or that has been read to them , answer and begin to make some inferences.  



Predict 

1e 
Predict what 

might happen on 

the basis of what 

has been read so 

far.  

Understand what they have read by predicting what might happen on the basis of what has been done or said so far.  

Explain 

1b 
Identify or explain 
key aspects of 
fiction and non-
fiction texts, such 
as  
characters, 

events, titles and 

information 

Explain clearly their understanding of what is being read to them.  

Retrieve  

1b 
Identify or explain 
key aspects of 
fiction and non-
fiction texts, such 
as  
characters, 

events, titles and 

information 

Participate in discussion about what is being read to them through retrieving key information.  



Sequence  

1c 
Identify and 

explain the 

sequence of 

events in texts. 

Be very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales, retelling them and considering their particular characteristics.  

 

Content Domain: Year 2  

Vocabulary 

1a 
Draw on 

knowledge of  
vocabulary to 

understand texts   

Discuss and clarify the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known vocabulary provided by the teacher. 

Understand what they have read and listened to by drawing on what they already know or on background information and 

vocabulary provided by the teacher.  

Inference 

1d 
Make 

inferences 

from the text.  

In a book they have already read fluently, they can answer questions and make some inferences.  



Predict 

1e 
Predict what 

might happen on 

the basis of what 

has been read so 

far.  

Predict what might happen on the basis of what has been read so far.  

Explain 

1b 
Identify or explain 
key aspects of 
fiction and non-
fiction texts, such 
as  
characters, 

events, titles and 

information 

Identify and explain key aspects of fiction and non-fiction texts such as characters, events, titles and information.  

Retrieve  

1b 
Identify or explain 
key aspects of 
fiction and non-
fiction texts, such 
as  
characters, 

events, titles and 

information 

Retrieve and record key information / key details from fiction and non-fiction texts both verbally and in writing.   

Sequence  

1c 
Identify and 

explain the 

sequence of 

events in texts. Identify and explain the sequence of events in a text.  

  



Content Domain: Year 3 

Vocabulary 

2a 
Give or explain the 
meaning of words 
in context 

2g 
Identify and/or 

explain how 

meaning is 

enhanced through 

choice of words or 

phrases.  

Check that a text makes sense, discussing understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context. 

Discuss words and phrases and capture reader’s interest and imagination.  

Use dictionaries to check the meaning of words they have read.  

Inference 

2d 
Make inferences 

from the text or 

explain and justify 

inferences with 

evidence from the 

text 

Understand what has been read by drawing inferences such as inferring character’s feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions and 

justifying inferences with evidence. 

Predict 

2e 
Predict what might 

happen from 

details stated and 

implied.  

Predict what might happen from details stated and implied.  



Explain 

2f 
Identify and/or 
explain how 
information or 
narrative content 
is related and 
contributes to 
meaning as a 
whole. 

2h  
Make comparisons 

within the text.  

Check that the text makes sense by discussing understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context.  

Retrieve  

2b 
Retrieve and 

record 

information or 

identify key 

details from 

fiction and 

non-fiction.  

Retrieve and record from both fiction and non-fiction. 

Summarise 

2c 
Summarise main 

ideas from more 

than one 

paragraph.  

Identify main ideas from more than one paragraph and summarise these.  

 

 



Content Domain: Year 4 

Vocabulary 

2a 
Give or explain the meaning 
of words in context 

2g 
Identify and/or explain how 

meaning is enhanced through 

choice of words or phrases.  

With increased independence, check that a text makes sense, discussing understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context.  

With increased independence, discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination.  

With increased independence, use dictionaries to check the meanings of words they have read.  

Inference 

2d 
Make inferences from the 

text or explain and justify 

inferences with evidence 

from the text 

With increasing independence, understand what has been read by drawing inferences such as inferring character’s feelings, thoughts 

and motives from their actions and justifying inferences with evidence.  

Predict 

2e 
Predict what might happen 

from details stated and 

implied.  Predict what might happen from details stated and implied.  



Explain 

2f 
Identify and/or explain how 
information or narrative 
content is related and 
contributes to meaning as a 
whole. 

2h  
Make comparisons within the 

text.  

Check that a text makes sense  by discussing understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context. 

Retrieve  

2b 
Retrieve and record 

information or identify key 

details from fiction and 

non-fiction.  

Retrieve and record from both fiction and non-fiction.  

Summarise 

2c 
Summarise main ideas from 

more than one paragraph.  

Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and summarise these.  

 

 

Content Domain: Year 5  



Vocabulary 

2a 
Give or explain the meaning of 
words in context 

2g 
Identify and/or explain how 

meaning is enhanced through 

choice of words or phrases.  

Check that a text makes sense, discussing understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context.  

Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact on the reader.  

Inference 

2d 
Make inferences from the text or 

explain and justify inferences with 

evidence from the text 

Understand what has been read by drawing inferences such as inferring character’s feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions 

and justifying inferences with evidence.  

Predict 

2e 
Predict what might happen from 

details stated and implied.  

Predict what might happen from details that have been stated and implied.  



Explain 

2f 
Identify and/or explain how 
information or narrative content is 
related and contributes to meaning 
as a whole. 

2h  
Make comparisons within the text.  

Explain and discuss understanding of what has been read , including through formal presentation and debates. Maintaining a focus 
on the topic and using notes where necessary.  

Participate in books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and 

challenging views courteously. 

Retrieve  

2b 
Retrieve and record 

information or identify key 

details from fiction and non-

fiction.  

Retrieve, record and present information from both fiction and non-fiction.  

Summarise 

2c 
Summarise main ideas from more 

than one paragraph.  

Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying key details that support the main idea.  

 

 



Content Domain: Year 6  

Vocabulary 

2a 
Give or explain the meaning of words 
in context 

2g 
Identify and/or explain how meaning 

is enhanced through choice of words 

or phrases.  

Confidently check a text makes sense, discussing their understanding and explaining the meaning of words in context.  

Confidently discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language, considering the impact of the reader. 

Inference 

2d 
Make inferences from the text or 

explain and justify inferences with 

evidence from the text 

Confidently understand what they have read by drawing inferences such as inferring character’s feelings, thoughts and motives from 

their actions and justifying inferences with evidence. 

Predict 

2e 
Predict what might happen from 

details stated and implied.  

Confidently predict what might happen from details stated and implied.  



Explain 

2f 
Identify and/or explain how 
information or narrative content is 
related and contributes to meaning as 
a whole. 

2h  
Make comparisons within the text.  

Confidently explain and discuss understanding of what they have read, including through formal presentations and debates. 
Maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes where necessary.  

Confidently participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read to them and those they can read for 

themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and challenging views courtesy.  

Retrieve  

2b 
Retrieve and record information 

or identify key details from fiction 

and non-fiction.  

Confidently retrieve, record and present information from both fiction and non-fiction.  

Summarise 

2c 
Summarise main ideas from more 

than one paragraph.  

Confidently identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph , identifying key details that support the main idea.  

 

 

 



Termly Progression: Year 1 

Term Autumn Spring  Summer  National Curriculum 
Strategies Multiple reading strategies actively modelled throughout the reading curriculum: Activate & Connect (background knowledge), 

Monitor & Clarify, questioning. Chdn to practise and apply these.  
Word Reading  
Apply phonic knowledge and skills as a route to decode 
words. Respond speedily with the correct sound to 
graphemes (letters or groups of letters) for all 40+ 
phonemes, including where applicable, alternative sounds 
for graphemes.  
Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words 
containing GPCs that have been taught.  
Read common exception words, noting unusual 
correspondences between spelling and the sound and 
where these occur in the word.  
Read words containing taught GPCs and –s, -es, -ing, -ed, -
er and –est endings.  
Read other words of more than one syllable that contain 
taught GPCs.  
Read words with contractions (for example, I’m, I’ll, we’ll) 
and understand that the apostrophe represents the 
omitted letter (s).  
Read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their 
developing phonic knowledge and that do not require 
them to use other strategies to work out words.  
Re-read these books to build up my fluency and 
confidence in word reading. Apply phonic knowledge and 
skills as a route to decode words. 
 
Comprehension 
I can develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, 
vocabulary and understanding by:  
Listening to and discussing a wide range of poems, stories 
and non-fiction at a level beyond that at which I can read 
independently.  
Being encouraged to link what I have read or heard read to 
my own experiences.  
Becoming very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and 
traditional tales, retelling them and considering their 
particular characteristics. Recognising and joining in with 
predictable phrases.  
Learning to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite 
some by heart. Discussing word meanings, linking new 
meanings to those already known. 
 

Word 
Reading  
 
 
*Books matched 
with phonics  
*Chdn re-read to 
build their fluency 

 

All children engage in the Sounds Write 
Phonics Programme 
(Embed Initial Code and then move to 
focus on the Extended Code) 
 
Read simple polysyllabic words. 
 
Exposure to contracted words to support 
children’s understanding of the use of 
apostrophes.  
 
Say a sound for each letter in the 
alphabet and all consonant digraphs e.g. 
lL, sh, ch 
 
Know one spelling for all the vowel 
digraphs e.g. oa, ai 
 
Read words consistent with their phonic 
knowledge by sound-blending.  
 
Read aloud simple sentences and books 
that are consistent with their phonic 
knowledge, including some common 
exception words 

All children engage in the Sounds Write 
Phonics Programme 
(The Extended Code consolidated here 
in Year 1 – introducing Polysyllabic 
words) 
 
Respond with growing confidence with 
the correct sound to graphemes including 
alternatives taught by spring term, 
 
Read by blending phonemes. Children 
continue to add to their knowledge of 
common exception words and can 
recognise and read these with growing 
confidence.  
 
Children continue to add to their 
knowledge of GPCs and word endings 
through shared reading lessons. – es, -
ing, -ed, -er. E.g. walked, pushed.  
 
Read more complex polysyllabic words. 
Read words with contractions with 
growing confidence.  
 

All children engage in the Sounds Write 
Phonics Programme 
 
See Word Reading expectations (Right)  

Vocabulary 
 

Continue to use and understand recently 
introduced vocabulary during discussions 
about stories, nonfiction, rhymes and 
poems and during role play 

Able to use clues from the teacher to 
unpick the meanings of new words.  
Use Pre-teach model to develop 
children’s vocabulary. Vocabulary 
carefully selected from key texts.  

Discuss word meanings, linking new 
meanings to those already known. 
Understand books they have read and 
listened to by drawing on what they 
already know or on background 
information and vocabulary. 

Inference 
 

In a books read together, children are 
able to understand how the main 
characters are feeling and can share why 
they think this.  

Growing confidence in using their 
knowledge of the world to support 
simple inferences - character feelings, 
why events have happened.  

To make a range of inferences based on 
age-appropriate books.  

Predict 
 

Anticipate key events in stories based on 
what they know has happened so far.  
Know and understand the word 
prediction.  

Growing confidence in creating own 
predictions. 
Able to share predictions orally with 
explanations for their thinking. Able to 

Understand what they have read by 
predicting what might happen based on 
what has been done or said so far. 



link what is read to their own 
experiences.  

I can understand both the books I can already read 
accurately and fluently and those I listen to by:  
Drawing on what I already know or on background 
information and vocabulary provided by my teacher.  
Checking that the text makes sense to me as I read and 
correcting any inaccurate reading.  
Discussing the significance of the title and events.  
Making inferences on the basis of what is being said and 
done.  
Predicting what might happen on the basis of what has 
been read so far.  
I can participate in discussion about what is read to me, 
taking turns and listening to what others say.  
I can explain clearly my understanding of what is read to 
me. 

Explain 
 

Familiar with some traditional tales and 
can talk about the main features of these.  

Able to explain the key features of 
traditional tales and familiar stories.  

Explain clearly their understanding of 
what is being read to them, responding 
confidently to a range of questions to 
demonstrate their understanding.  

Retrieve 
 

Have an understanding of some familiar 
stories and can recall some of the key 
details.  

Able to find key information in a text 
through structured discussion & 
scaffolding from the teacher.  

Participate in discussion about what is 
being read through retrieving key 
information. Able to locate key 
information in a text through guided 
discussion.  

Sequence 
 

Demonstrate understanding of what has 
been read to them by retelling stories 
and narratives using their own words and 
recently introduced vocabulary. 

Use structured resources provided to 
explain the sequence of the main events 
of a story – using picture prompts, 
sentence stems.   
(Using books from the school Year 1 
Reading Spine) 

Be very familiar with key stories, fairy 
stories and traditional tales, retelling 
them and considering their particular 
characteristics.  

Range of 
reading & 
Fluency 

Range of texts Pupils should be taught to develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: - Having 
opportunities to read books and authors they might not choose themselves, and be taught to exercise choice in selecting books, 
with teachers making use of library services and other expertise. - Listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, 
non-fiction and reference books or text books - Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths 
and legends, and retelling some of these orally - Reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of 
purposes. - Participating in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns 
and listening to what others say. 
Ongoing development of fluency including: Accuracy, Automaticity and Prosody through strategies such as choral reading, echo 
reading and repeated oral reading.  

 

Termly Progression: Year 2 

Term Autumn Spring  Summer  National Curriculum 
Strategies Multiple reading strategies actively modelled throughout the reading curriculum: Activate & Connect (background knowledge), 

Monitor & Clarify, questioning. Chdn to practise and apply these.  
Word Reading  
Continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as a route 
to decode words until automatic decoding has become 
embedded and reading is fluent. Read accurately by 
blending the sounds in words that contain the graphemes 
taught so far, especially recognising alternative sounds for 
graphemes.  
Read accurately words of two or more syllables that 
contain the same graphemes as above. Read words 
containing common suffixes.  

Word Reading  
 
*Books matched with 
phonics  
*Chdn re-read to build 
their fluency 

 

All children engage in the Sounds Write 
Phonics Programme 
(Consolidation of the Extended Code 
for all children) 
 
Begin to read and recognise words 
containing common suffixes. 
 
Continue to build knowledge of 
common exception words.  

All children engage in the Sounds Write 
Phonics Programme 
(Consolidation of the Extended Code 
for all children) 
 
Growing confidence in decoding which 
is becoming more automatic. Reading 
fluency is developing.  
 

All children engage in the Sounds Write 
Phonics Programme 
(Consolidation of the Extended Code 
for all children) 
 
 
See Word Reading expectations (Right) 



 
Consolidate and embed Year 1 
expectations (See previous page) 
respond speedily with the correct sound 
to graphemes (letters or groups of 
letters) for all 40+ phonemes, including, 
where applicable, alternative sounds for 
graphemes 

Continue to read accurately by blending 
the sounds in words that contain 
graphemes taught so far.  
 
Read with increasing accuracy words of 
two or more syllables.  
 
Developing to move away from 
blending with more emphasis on sight 
recognition and fluency.  

Read further common exception words, noting unusual 
correspondences between spelling and sound and where 
these occur in the word.  
Read most words quickly and accurately, without overt 
sounding and blending, when they have been frequently 
encountered.  
Read aloud books closely matched to my improving 
phonics knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words 
accurately, automatically and without undue hesitation. 
Re-read these books to build up my fluency and confidence 
in word reading. 
 
Comprehension 
I can develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, 
vocabulary and understanding by: 
Listening to, discussing and expressing views about a wide 
range of contemporary and classic poems, stories and non-
fiction at a level beyond that at which I can read 
independently.  
Discussing the sequence of events in books and how items 
of information are related. Becoming increasingly familiar 
with and retelling a wider range of stories, fairy stories and 
traditional tales.  
Being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured 
in different ways. Recognising simple recurring literary 
language in stories and poetry. Discussing and clarifying 
the meanings of words, linking new meanings to known 
vocabulary. Discussing my favourite words and phrases.  
Continuing to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by 
heart, appreciating these and reciting some, with 
appropriate intonation to make the meaning clear. 
I can understand both the books I can already read 
accurately and fluently and those I listen to by: Drawing on 
what I already know or on background information and 
vocabulary provided by my teacher.  
Checking that the text makes sense to me as I read and 
correcting any inaccurate reading.  
Making inferences on the basis of what is being said and 
done. Answering and asking questions. Predicting what 
might happen on the basis of what has been read so far.  
I can participate in discussion about books, poems and 
other works that are read to me and those that I can read 
to myself, taking turns and listening to what others say. I 
can explain and discuss my understanding of books, poems 

Vocabulary 
 

Growing confidence in explaining the 
meaning of new words in context. 
Retrieval practice supports children to 
embed the learning of new word 
meanings.  

Use Pre-teach model to develop 
children’s vocabulary even further. 
Vocabulary carefully selected from key 
texts, making use of Tier two 
vocabulary. Children’s vocabulary 
continues to develop.  

Discuss and clarify the meanings of new 
words, linking new meanings to known 
vocabulary provided by the teacher.  
Understand what they have read and 
listened to by drawing on what they 
already know or on background 
information and vocabulary provided by 
the teacher. 

Inference 
 

Able to unpick character’s actions and 
feelings and can explain their thinking 
through discussion. 
Drawing on wider background 
knowledge & experience to support 
thinking.  

Becoming more confident in reading a 
text and then making some inferences.  
Focus on character actions, feelings and 
key events.  

Can answer questions and make some 
inferences in a book they have read 
fluently.  

Predict 
 

Able to discuss and explore what might 
happen next in text.  

Able to discuss and explore what might 
happen next in a text, providing reasons 
for thinking.  

Predict what might happen on the basis 
of what has been read so far.  

Explain 
 

Able to explain the meaning of new 
words in context linked to familiar texts 
read in Year 2.  
Begin to discuss and unpick how 
language is used for effect.  

Able to recognise and discuss key 
themes in familiar texts such as: good 
overcomes evil, triumph over challenge.  
Able to discuss how language is used for 
effect.  

Identify and explain key aspects of 
fiction and non-fiction texts such as 
characters, events, titles and 
information. 

Retrieve 
 

Developing the skills of scanning to 
locate information in a text that has 
been read and discussed.  
Growing confidence in locating key 
information.  

Apply scanning skills to non-fiction texts 
to find key facts and information.  

Retrieve and record key information 
and key details from fiction and non-
fiction texts both verbally and in 
writing. Able to confidently retrieve 
from a range of texts.  

Sequence 
 

Recap on the process of ‘sequencing’ & 
consolidate understanding using Year 2 
texts.  
Use of scaffolds to support thinking 
such as sentence starters, image 
prompts.  

Developing confidence in sequencing 
the main events of new Year 2 texts.  
Able to unpick and make changes if 
presented with a deliberate incorrect 
sequence  

Identify and explain the sequence of 
events in a text confidently. Read a 
series of events and number these 
correctly to show the order in which 
they happen.  
(Using Year 2 texts from the school 
reading spine) 



Range of 
reading & 
Fluency 

Range of texts Pupils should be taught to develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: - 
Having opportunities to read books and authors they might not choose themselves, and be taught to exercise choice in 
selecting books, with teachers making use of library services and other expertise. - Listening to and discussing a wide range of 
fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or text books - Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, 
including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally - Reading books that are structured in different 
ways and reading for a range of purposes. - Participating in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they 
can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say. Ongoing development of fluency including: Accuracy, 
Automaticity and Prosody through strategies such as choral reading, echo reading and repeated oral reading. 

and other materials, both those that I listen to and those 
that I can read to myself. 

 

Termly Progression: Year 3 

Term Autumn Spring  Summer  National Curriculum 
Strategies Multiple reading strategies actively modelled throughout the reading curriculum: Activate & Connect (background knowledge), 

Monitor & Clarify, questioning. Chdn to practise and apply these.  
Word Reading  
Apply my growing knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes to read aloud and to 
understand the meaning of new words.  
Read further exception words, noticing the 
difference between spelling and sound. 
 
Comprehension 
Listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or 
textbooks.  
Reading books that are structured in different ways 
and reading for a range of purposes.  
Using dictionaries to check the meaning of words I 
have read. Becoming more familiar with a wide 
range of books, including fairy stories, myths and 
legends, and retelling some of these orally. 
Identifying themes and conventions in a wide range 
of books. Preparing poems and play scripts to read 
aloud and to perform, showing my understanding 
through intonation, tone, volume and action.  
Discussing words and phrases that capture the 
reader’s interest and imagination.  
Recognising some different forms of poetry (for 
example, free verse, narrative poetry) 

Word 
Reading  
 

Recap prior learning of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes. Recognise these 
word parts in key vocabulary.  
Building on from KS1, begin to read 
further common exception words.  

Use of root words, prefixes and suffixes 
support to read aloud new words.  
Continue to read further exception words 
and discuss how they may sound 
different to the spelling.  

Use developing knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes to read aloud new 
words and begin to understand the 
meaning of these words.  
Read further exception words (Yr3), 
noticing the difference between spelling 
and sound.  

Vocabulary 
 

Recap strategies for working out the 
meanings of unfamiliar words.  
Pre-teach meanings of unfamiliar words 
and provide opportunities to learn and 
apply new words in context.  

Regular opportunities to check for 
understanding through discussion about 
a text. Unpick the meaning of new words.  
 
Begin to explore how words and phrases 
make the reader feel: ‘Read as a reader’.  

Growing confidence to check that a text 
makes sense, discussing understanding 
and meaning of words in context.  
 
Begin to accurately use dictionaries and 
knowledge organisers to check the 
meaning of words they have read. 

Inference 
 

Recap prior learning on making inference 
on the basis of what is being said and 
done.  
Begin to make inferences about 
characters in Year 3 texts based on 
speech and actions 

Begin to use background knowledge and 
clues from the text to support inferences.  
 
Share reasons for inferences both 
verbally and in written form.   
 

Become more confident in using 
background knowledge and clues from 
the text to create well-thought out 
inferences. 
Check own inferences are accurate by 
finding evidence in the text.  
 
 

Predict 
 

Recap prior learning from KS1 on making 
predictions based on what has been read 
so far. Begin to apply learning to new 
texts 

Unpick the main events from a text so far 
and use this information to make a 
plausible prediction about what might 
happen next.  

Link to learning around inference. 
Prediction is a type of inference.  
Discuss how predictions could be made 
from details that are implied.  



Explain 
 

Recap learning from KS1 on explaining 
key aspects of fiction and non-fiction 
texts. Begin to apply to new texts. 

Explore strategies to check that a text 
makes sense. Provide opportunity to use 
strategies with familiar texts including 
unpicking the meaning of new words.   
 

Growing confidence in checking the text 
makes sense by discussing understanding 
and explaining the meaning of words in 
context. Verbally and in written form.  
 

Checking that the text makes sense to me, 
discussing my understanding and explaining the 
meaning of words in context.  
Asking questions to improve my understanding of a 
text. Drawing inferences such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from 
their actions, and justifying inferences with 
evidence.  
Predicting what might happen from details stated 
and implied. Identifying main ideas drawn from 
more than one paragraph and summarising these.  
Identifying how language, structure, and 
presentation help me to understand the meaning of 
a text. 
I can retrieve and record information from non-
fiction.  
I can participate in discussion about both books that 
are read to me and those I can read for myself, 
taking turns and listening to what others say. 

Retrieve 
 

Recap learning from KS1 on finding key 
information in fiction and non-fiction 
texts. Begin to apply learning to new 
texts.  

Begin to locate and record key 
information in non-fiction such as dates 
and key facts.  
 

Able to locate and record key information 
in fiction texts and poetry such as events 
specific details about characters.  

Summarise 
 

Recap prior learning on sequencing key 
events from a text from KS1.  
Begin to introduce the concept of 
summarising and model this with short 
extracts of familiar texts.  

After multiple readings of a text to 
support understanding, verbally 
summarise the key points.  

After multiple readings of a text to 
support understanding, summarise the 
key points both verbally and in written 
form.  

Range of 
reading & 
Fluency 

Range of texts Pupils should be taught to develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: - Having opportunities to read 
books and authors they might not choose themselves, and be taught to exercise choice in selecting books, with teachers making use of library services 
and other expertise. - Listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or text books - Increasing their 
familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally - Reading books that are structured 
in different ways and reading for a range of purposes. - Participating in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for 
themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say. 
Ongoing development of fluency including: Accuracy, Automaticity and Prosody through strategies such as choral reading, echo reading and repeated 
oral reading.  

 

Termly Progression: Year 4 

Term Autumn Spring  Summer  National Curriculum 
Strategies Multiple reading strategies actively modelled throughout the reading curriculum: Activate & Connect (background knowledge), Monitor & Clarify, questioning. Chdn to practise and apply these.  Word Reading  

Apply my growing knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes to read aloud and to 
understand the meaning of new words.  
Read further exception words, noticing the 
difference between spelling and sound. 
 
Comprehension 
I can develop my positive attitude to reading and 
understanding of what I read by:  
Listening to and discussing a wide range of fiction, 
poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or 
textbooks.  

Word Reading  
 

Use developing knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and suffixes to read 
aloud new words and begin to 
understand the meaning of these 
words.  
Read further exception words (Yr3 
and some Yr 4) 

Read further exception words (Yr3 
and some Yr 4), noticing the 
difference between spelling and 
sound. 
Growing accuracy in use of root 
words, prefixes and suffixes to read 
unfamiliar words.  

Apply my growing knowledge of 
root words, prefixes and suffixes to 
read aloud and to understand the 
meaning of new words.  
Read further exception words (Yr 
4), noticing the difference between 
spelling and sound. 

Vocabulary 
 

With growing confidence, check 
that a text makes sense, discussing 
understanding and explaining the 
meaning of words in context.  
Use of pre teach to support 
learning of new vocabulary. 

Discuss words and phrases that 
capture reader’s interest and 
imagination. Discuss how this 
effect has been achieved – read as 
a reader.  
 

Check that a text makes sense, 
discussing understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in 
context. Discuss words and phrases 
and capture reader’s interest and 
imagination. Use dictionaries to 



Children have opportunity to apply 
learning in context.  

More confident use of dictionaries 
and knowledge organisers to check 
the meaning of words they have 
read. 

check the meaning of words they 
have read. 

Reading books that are structured in different ways 
and reading for a range of purposes.  
Using dictionaries to check the meaning of words I 
have read. Becoming more familiar with a wide 
range of books, including fairy stories, myths and 
legends, and retelling some of these orally. 
Identifying themes and conventions in a wide range 
of books. Preparing poems and play scripts to read 
aloud and to perform, showing my understanding 
through intonation, tone, volume and action.  
Discussing words and phrases that capture the 
reader’s interest and imagination.  
Recognising some different forms of poetry (for 
example, free verse, narrative poetry) 
 
Checking that the text makes sense to me, 
discussing my understanding and explaining the 
meaning of words in context.  
Asking questions to improve my understanding of a 
text. Drawing inferences such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from 
their actions, and justifying inferences with 
evidence.  
Predicting what might happen from details stated 
and implied. Identifying main ideas drawn from 
more than one paragraph and summarising these.  
 

Inference 
 

With increasing independence, 
understand what has been read by 
drawing inferences such as 
inferring character’s feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their 
actions  

With increasing confidence, justify 
inferences with evidence. 
Share evidence both verbally and 
in written form.  
Ability to empathise with 
characters.  

Understand what has been read by 
drawing inferences such as 
inferring character’s feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their 
actions and justifying inferences 
with evidence. 

Predict 
 

Become more confident in 
predicting what might happen from 
details stated and implied. Share 
reasons for predictions.  

Predict what might happen from 
details stated and implied. 

Create plausible predictions about 
what might happen from details 
stated and implied in unfamiliar 
texts. Share clear reasons for 
thoughts.  

Explain 
 

Able to use structures and features 
of texts to support understanding.  
Able to discuss and explain key 
themes in texts to support 
understanding.  

Discuss the author’s choice of 
language and explain how this 
contributes to the overall meaning 
of the text.  

Check that the text makes sense by 
discussing understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in 
context. 

Retrieve 
 

In unfamiliar texts, retrieve and 
record from both fiction and non-
fiction. 

Retrieve and record from both 
fiction and non-fiction. 

Independently retrieve and record 
from both fiction and non-fiction 
accurately.  

Summarise 
 

Identify main ideas drawn from one 
paragraph of a familiar text and 
summarise these in verbal and 
written form 

Identify main ideas from more than 
one paragraph from a familiar text 
and summarise these – verbally 
and in written form 

Identify main ideas from more than 
one paragraph from an unfamiliar 
text and summarise these in 
written form. 

Range of 
reading & 
Fluency 

Range of texts Pupils should be taught to develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: - Having opportunities to read books and authors 
they might not choose themselves, and be taught to exercise choice in selecting books, with teachers making use of library services and other expertise. - Listening to and 
discussing a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or text books - Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy 
stories, myths and legends, and retelling some of these orally - Reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of purposes. - Participating in 
discussion about both books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say. Ongoing development of fluency 
including: Accuracy, Automaticity and Prosody through strategies such as choral reading, echo reading and repeated oral reading. 

 

Termly Progression: Year 5 

Term Autumn Spring  Summer  National Curriculum 
Strategies Multiple reading strategies actively modelled throughout the reading curriculum: Activate & Connect (background knowledge), Monitor & Clarify, questioning. Chdn to 

practise and apply these.  
Word Reading  



Word Reading  
 

Read unknown words with prefixes and 
suffixes and begin to make connections 
between words.  

Confidently read most words, 
understanding the impact of prefixes 
and suffixes on root words.  

Some understanding of word etymology 
to support the reading of longer, 
unfamiliar words. 
Can read all words from the Year 5 
word list.  

Apply growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes to read aloud and to understand the meaning of 
new words. 
 
Comprehension  
Continuing to read and discuss an increasingly wide range 
of fiction, poetry, plays, nonfiction and reference books or 
textbooks. Reading books that are structured in different 
ways and reading for a range of purposes. Increasing their 
familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, 
legends and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from 
our literary heritage, and books from other cultures and 
traditions. Recommending books that they have read to 
their peers, giving reasons for their choices. Identifying and 
discussing themes and conventions in and across a wide 
range of writing. Making comparisons within and across 
books. Learning a wider range of poetry by heart. 
Preparing poems and play to read aloud and to perform, 
showing understanding through intonation, tone, volume 
so that the meaning is clear to an audience. 
 
Checking that the book makes sense to me, discussing my 
understanding and exploring the meaning of words in 
context.  
Asking questions to improve my understanding.  
Drawing inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence. Predicting what might happen 
from details stated and implied. Summarising the main 
ideas drawn from more than one paragraph, identifying 
key details that support the main idea.  
Identifying how language, structure, and presentation 
contribute to meaning. 
 
I can discuss and evaluate how authors use language, 
including figurative language, considering the impact on 
the reader.  
I can distinguish between statements of fact and opinion.  
I can retrieve, record and present information from non-
fiction.  
I can participate in discussions about books that are read 
to me and those I can read for myself, building on my own 
and others’ ideas and challenging views courteously.  
I can explain and discuss my understanding of what I have 
read, including through formal presentation and debates, 

Vocabulary 
 

Check that a text makes sense, 
discussing understanding and explaining 
the meaning of words in context.  
 

Discuss and evaluate how authors use 
language, including figurative language, 
considering the impact on the reader. 
 

Check that a text makes sense, 
discussing understanding and explaining 
the meaning of words in context. 
Discuss and evaluate how authors use 
language, including figurative language, 
considering the impact on the reader. 

Inference 
 

Becoming more confident to 
understand what has been read by 
drawing inferences such as inferring 
character’s feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions.  

Becoming more confident in justifying 
inferences with evidence. 
Sharing these both in discussions and in 
written form.  

Understand what has been read by 
drawing inferences such as inferring 
character’s feelings, thoughts and 
motives from their actions and 
justifying inferences with evidence. 

Predict 
 

Predict what might happen from details 
that have been stated and implied. 
Share reasons for thoughts.  

In more complex texts, predict what 
might happen from details that have 
been stated and implied. Create 
opportunities to test predictions to see 
how accurate these are.  

Predict what might happen from details 
that have been stated and implied. 

Explain 
 

Explain and discuss understanding of 
what has been read, including through 
formal presentation and debates. 
Maintaining a focus on the topic and 
using notes where necessary.  

Participate in books that are read to 
them and those they can read for 
themselves, building on their own and 
others’ ideas and challenging views 
courteously. 

Explain and discuss understanding of 
what has been read , including through 
formal presentation and debates. 
Maintaining a focus on the topic and 
using notes where necessary. 
Participate in books that are read to 
them and those they can read for 
themselves, building on their own and 
others’ ideas and challenging views 
courteously. 

Retrieve 
 

Retrieve, record and present 
information from both fiction and non-
fiction. 

Retrieve, record and present 
information from both fiction and non-
fiction. 

Retrieve, record and present 
information from both fiction and non-
fiction. 

Summarise 
 

Identify main ideas drawn from one 
paragraph, identifying key details that 
support the main idea. 

Identify main ideas drawn from more 
than one paragraph, identifying key 
details that support the main idea. 

Identify main ideas drawn from a full 
text, identifying key details that support 
the main idea. 

Range of 
reading & 
Fluency 

Range of Texts Pupils should be taught to maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: - Continuing to read and 
discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks. - Reading books that are structured in 
different ways and reading for a range of purposes. - Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and 
traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions. - Recommending books that 
they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices. - Learning a wider range of poetry by heart. - Preparing poems and plays to read 
aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience. -Participating in 
discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas  and challenging 
view courteously. Ongoing development of fluency including: Accuracy, Automaticity and Prosody through strategies such as choral reading, echo 
reading and repeated oral reading. 



maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes where 
necessary.  
I can provide reasoned justifications for my views. 

 

Termly Progression: Year 6 

Term Autumn Spring  Summer  National Curriculum 
Strategies Multiple reading strategies actively modelled throughout the reading curriculum: Activate & Connect (background knowledge), Monitor & Clarify, questioning. Chdn to 

practise and apply these.  
Word Reading  
Apply growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes to read aloud and to understand the meaning of 
new words. 
 
Comprehension 
I can develop my positive attitude to reading and 
understanding of what I read by: Continuing to read and 
discuss an increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, 
nonfiction and reference books or textbooks. Reading 
books that are structured in different ways and reading for 
a range of purposes. Increasing their familiarity with a wide 
range of books, including myths, legends and traditional 
stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, 
and books from other cultures and traditions. 
Recommending books that they have read to their peers, 
giving reasons for their choices. Identifying and discussing 
themes and conventions in and across a wide range of 
writing. Making comparisons within and across books. 
Learning a wider range of poetry by heart. Preparing 
poems and play to read aloud and to perform, showing 
understanding through intonation, tone, volume so that 
the meaning is clear to an audience. 
I can understand what I read in books and I can read 
independently by: Checking that the book makes sense to 
me, discussing my understanding and exploring the 
meaning of words in context. Asking questions to improve 
my understanding. Drawing inferences such as inferring 
characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence. Predicting 
what might happen from details stated and implied. 
Summarising the main ideas drawn from more than one 
paragraph, identifying key details that support the main 

Word Reading  
 

Able to read most unfamiliar words and 
can predict the meaning of related 
words using own knowledge.  

Able to read almost all words 
accurately.  
Use of knowledge of etymology to work 
out the meaning of unfamiliar words.  

Apply growing knowledge of root 
words, prefixes and suffixes to read 
aloud and to understand the meaning 
of new words. 

Vocabulary 
 

Developing confidence in checking a 
text makes sense, discussing their 
understanding and explaining the 
meaning of words in context.  
 

Confidently discuss and evaluate how 
authors use language – explore use of 
figurative language, metaphors, and 
similes 

Confidently check a text makes sense, 
discussing their understanding and 
explaining the meaning of words in 
context. Confidently discuss and 
evaluate how authors use language, 
including figurative language, 
considering the impact of the reader. 

Inference 
 

Can explain how an author would like a 
character to be perceived by the reader 
based on the way the descriptions have 
been written.  

Can unpick subtle clues in texts that 
allows reading for deeper meaning 
through the use of inference. Able to 
use knowledge of inferences t make the 
connection between reading and 
writing.  

Confidently understand what they have 
read by drawing inferences such as 
inferring character’s feelings, thoughts 
and motives from their actions and 
justifying inferences with evidence 

Predict 
 

Confidently predict what might happen 
from details stated and implied. Share 
reasons. Make use of background 
knowledge to support predictions e.g. 
compare with similar texts.  

Confidently predict what might happen 
from details stated and implied. Test 
out predictions to check for accuracy.  

Confidently predict what might happen 
from details stated and implied. 

Explain 
 

Confidently explain and discuss 
understanding of what they have read, 
including through formal presentations 
and debates. Maintaining a focus on the 
topic and using notes where necessary.  
 

Confidently participate in discussions 
about books that are read to them and 
those they can read to them and those 
they can read for themselves, building 
on their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courtesy. 

Confidently explain and discuss 
understanding of what they have read, 
including through formal presentations 
and debates. Maintaining a focus on the 
topic and using notes where necessary.  
Confidently participate in discussions 
about books that are read to them and 
those they can read to them and those 
they can read for themselves, building 
on their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging views courtesy. 



Retrieve 
 

Confidently retrieve, record and present 
information from both fiction and non-
fiction. 

Confidently retrieve, record and 
present information from both fiction 
and non-fiction. 

Confidently retrieve, record and present 
information from both fiction and non-
fiction. 

idea. Identifying how language, structure, and presentation 
contribute to meaning. 
I can discuss and evaluate how authors use language, 
including figurative language, considering the impact on 
the reader. I can distinguish between statements of fact 
and opinion. I can retrieve, record and present information 
from non-fiction. I can participate in discussions about 
books that are read to me and those I can read for myself, 
building on my own and others’ ideas and challenging 
views courteously. I can explain and discuss my 
understanding of what I have read, including through 
formal presentation and debates, maintaining a focus on 
the topic and using notes where necessary. I can provide 
reasoned justifications for my views. 
 

Summarise 
 

Confidently identify main ideas drawn 
from more than one paragraph , 
identifying key details that support the 
main idea. 

Confidently identify main ideas drawn 
from more than one paragraph 
(unfamiliar text), identifying key details 
that support the main idea. 

Confidently identify main ideas drawn 
from a full text (unfamiliar text), 
identifying key details that support the 
main idea. 

Range of 
reading & 
Fluency 

Range of Texts Pupils should be taught to maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of what they read by: - Continuing to read and discuss an increasingly 
wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or textbooks. - Reading books that are structured in different ways and reading for a range of 
purposes. - Increasing their familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and 
books from other cultures and traditions. - Recommending books that they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices. - Learning a wider range of poetry by 
heart. - Preparing poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone and volume so that the meaning is clear to an 
audience. - Participating in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for themselves, building on their own and others’ ideas and 
challenging view courteously. Ongoing development of fluency including: Accuracy, Automaticity and Prosody through strategies such as choral reading, echo reading and 
repeated oral reading. 

 


