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National Curriculum

Purpose of study

English has a pre -eminent place in education and in society. A high -quality education in English will teach pupils to speak and write fluently 
so that they can communicate their ideas and emotions to others, and through their reading and listening, others can communic ate with 
them. Through reading in particular, pupils have a chance to develop culturally, emotionally, intellectually, socially and sp iritually. Literature, 
especially, plays a key role in such development. Reading also enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build on what the y already 
know. All the skills of language are essential to participating fully as a member of society; pupils who do not learn to spea k, read and write 
fluently and confidently are effectively disenfranchised.

Aims

The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pu pils with a 
strong command of the spoken and written language, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enj oym ent. 
The national curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils:
Å read easily, fluently and with good understanding
Å develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information
Å acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoke n 

language
Å appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage
Å write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audi enc es
Å use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas
Å are competent in the arts of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating i n d ebate

Writing

The programmes of study for writing at key stages 1 and 2 are constructed similarly to those for reading:
Å transcription (spelling and handwriting)
Å composition (articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing)
It is essential that teaching develops pupilsõ competence in these 2 dimensions. In addition, pupils should be taught how to pla n, revise and 
evaluate their writing. These aspects of writing have been incorporated into the programmes of study for composition.
Writing down ideas fluently depends on effective transcription: that is, on spelling quickly and accurately through knowing t he relationship 
between sounds and letters (phonics) and understanding the morphology (word structure) and orthography (spelling structure) o f w ords. 
Effective composition involves articulating and communicating ideas, and then organising them coherently for a reader. This r equ ires clarity, 
awareness of the audience, purpose and context, and an increasingly wide knowledge of vocabulary and grammar. Writing also de pen ds 
on fluent, legible and, eventually, speedy handwriting.



Writing at BSM

At BSM, we want all children to flourish as creative, confident and ambitious Take Care writers.

Daily English lessons are taught, using both whole class and group teaching. Additionally, writing is used as a tool across w ide r curriculum 
learning and forms a regular part of other lessons e.g. geography, history and science.

The teaching and learning of writing is key to allowing children to express themselves and be creative. At BSM, we use a text -ba sed 
approach to writing, ensuring that children see the connections between ôreading like a writerõ and ôwriting like a reader.õ The texts used 
across school ensure that children are exposed to a range of higher -level and subject specific vocabulary. Texts chosen for each year 
group are also diverse and ensure that pupils experience a variety of representation ðreflecting the real world around them.

Our writing process generally follows a three -week unit, although some units set out in the writing overview may be shorter, lea ving time to 
work on areas of writing that the class teacher has identified for development.. As much as possible, all writing the childre n d o is purposeful 
and engaging. Pupils are given time to explore similar texts types through their reading and will unpick an authorõs purpose in their specific 
writing choices. During the writing process, pupils take time to consider how they as the author can have an impact on their rea der ðwhat is 
my purpose in writing? What do I want my reader to feel?

Our Take Care writing is also published so that it can be shared with our community and other classes in the school.

Before planning a unit, teachers will ensure they have a clear understanding of the purpose and audience for a piece of writi ng. This is 
shared with the children and they are given time to consider how this will impact upon their vocabulary choices, formality an d w riting style. 
The audience and purpose are then further explored over the coming lessons, to ensure that children are making informed decis ions as 
writers.



Writing at BSM

Implementation:

Generally, a three -week writing structure is used from Year 1 ð6 in the school. The writing process is made up of 5 stages, all modelled by the 
teacher in order to support the writing process.

Engage:

Pupils are introduced to the topic/purpose/audience. This will include a writing 
launch activity and will support children in identifying an authentic audience for 
their writing.

Discovering - Saturate and Deconstruct:

Pupils should be exposed to a range of high -quality texts, which match the 
purpose of their writing unit. They should immerse themselves in the texts and be 
encouraged to ôread like a writerõ and ôwrite like a readerõ in order to understand 
the writerõs purpose and apply this to their own writing. During deconstruction, 
pupils should pull apart the features of a text and start to make decisions about 
the importance of these features. Teachers will use a range of different learning 
activities to support the saturate and deconstruct phase of the writing process.

During the deconstruct phase, children will also look at a WAGOLL, usually 
created by the teacher. Here, they will pull apart features of the writing and the 
impact of these. Pupils will also create an expanded success criteria to help them 
understand writing techniques they can use in order to achieve their purpose in 
writing. In KS1, this is often created as a whole -class success criteria and displayed 
on working walls. Moving into KS2, these success criteria can be created by the 
whole class, in small groups or by individuals.

Dabble:

Pupils should be given the opportunity to rehearse their ideas before writing and play around with sentence structures and fe atures. ôThe 
Writing Revolutionõ provides ideas for the dabble phase of writing such as scrambled sentences, fragments and run-ons.



Writing at BSM

Plan:

Children should then organise their ideas and form a plan for their writing. At this point, it is important to refer back to the expanded success 
criteria and consider what they need to include in order to achieve their purpose and hit their target audience. Planning for wr iting can be 
done in a range of ways, including boxed up plans and S -plans.

Evaluate - Revise and Edit:

Revising should change the way the writing sounds e.g. adding or changing words. Editing should change what the writing looks li ke e.g. 
punctuation and spellings.

At the end of the writing process, children then publish their writing to be viewed by their intended audience. At BSM, we pr omo te the use 
of digital tools during the writing process, therefore publishing can take many forms including oracy based e.g. a podcast, v ide o, digital 
showcase, audiobooks.

It is important to celebrate childrenõs writing and those pupils showing ôTake Careõ writing will be sent to a member of the lea dership team to 
receive a ôTake Careõ writing award and can be celebrated in the weekly values assembly.



Writing for a Purpose

Each unit of writing has a specific purpose. These come under 4 categories that can be seen below:

Å Writing to entertain

Å Writing to inform

Å Writing to persuade

Å Writing to discuss

Each writing purpose includes different genres of writing within it, providing the opportunity to explore writing in differen t c ontexts. For example, 
writing to entertain may include stories/ narratives, character descriptions, setting descriptions and poetry.

Examples of these and how they progress can be found on the next few pages. These sections and examples of KS1 can be found a t:
https://michaelt1979.files.wordpress.com/2016/08/4 -writing -purposes -guidance1.pdf

https://michaelt1979.files.wordpress.com/2016/08/4-writing-purposes-guidance1.pdf


Writing for a Purpose

Writing to entertain: KS1 Writing to entertain: Lower KS2



Writing for a Purpose

Writing to entertain: Upper KS2



Writing for a Purpose

Writing to inform: Lower KS2Writing to inform: KS1



Writing for a Purpose

Writing to inform: Upper KS2



Writing for a Purpose

Writing to persuade: Lower KS2 Writing to persuade: Upper KS2



Writing for a Purpose

Writing to discuss: Upper KS2



Assessment of Writing

Assessment of writing is done regularly through both formative and summative assessment.

Formative assessment will involve daily work with children, identifying areas for development and incorporating these into pl ann ing or 1:1 and 
small group focus sessions that support the development of independent writing. 

Summative assessment is completed through the use of assessment grids for each year group that have been created by Transform Trust. Each 
year group has statements for Working Towards, Expected Standard and Greater Depth within the standard. Different units of wr iting will be 
more appropriate to certain standards than others, with these being reflected in each unit document.

There is an expectation that children will be able to show examples for each statement across different pieces of writing to show that they are 
secure within that statement. As with end of Key Stage 1 and 2 assessment arrangements, children are allowed one statement to be missing, 
with this generally being linked to either spelling or handwriting but not both . 

Assessment grids are available from EYFS to Year 6, meaning that should children be working below their year group, teachers can still make an 
accurate assessment based on previous year groups statements. These can also be used to then create appropriate targets, sepa rat e to 
identified potential year group targets in the unit overviews. These will still be appropriate to the unit of writing, consid ering the purpose and 
genre.  



Assessment of Writing

Example



Writing Overview

The writing overview is intended to provide a minimum of 2 units per half -term. As with all teaching and learning, these will ne ed adapting to be 
specific to your own class. This may mean some writing units take more or less time than others.

Whilst the overview will ensure a ôminimumõ level of coverage, as well as making sure children are exposed to different genres of writing, there is 
also opportunity for writing planning that sits separate to the overview, addressing needs in class to ensure that children a re able to highlight 
competency across the range of standards expected within their year group.

For example, the writing overview may provide a poetry unit to entertain and an information text to inform. It may be that th e p oetry unit only 
needs one week and the information text needs three weeks. If the half -term is six or seven weeks long, this then leaves another two to three 
weeks to plan writing opportunities specific to the needs in the class/ year group. 



Writing in EYFS

Writing in the early years is closely linked to their curriculum key question and core texts. Children use a combination of t hei r phonics and 
vocabulary development, alongside learning the physical skills of pencil holding and letter formations.

In F1, children engage in daily mark making activities and are encouraged to find different opportunities to showcase their l ett er formations 
through their free flow activities.

In F2, children have daily phonics and handwriting sessions. Additionally, they have a weekly shared writing session, where t he children will 
engage in re -telling or writing a text with staff. As the year progresses, children develop greater independence in this writing process and are 
asked to write for longer periods of time.

As in the rest of school, childrenõs writing in EYFS is celebrated and children can also receive ôTake Careõ writing awards.



Overview - Year 1

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Unit 1

Curriculum Link

Sentence 
Knowledge 
Progression

As and where 
possible

Sentence 
Knowledge 
Progression

As and where 
possible

Sentence 
Knowledge 
Progression

Link to Lost and 
Found

Writing to 
entertain - telling 

a story

World Book Day

Writing to 
entertain -

retelling a story

Writing to 
entertain -
description

Victorians

Unit 2

Curriculum Link

Sentence 
Knowledge 
Progression

As and where 
possible

Sentence 
Knowledge 
Progression

As and where 
possible

Writing to 
entertain - Lost 

and Found

Writing to inform 
- information text

Geography - U.K

Writing to inform 
- Instructions

Plants

Writing to inform 
- Fact file poster

Victorians

Belonging Peace and Conflict Aspirations Journeys Environment Changes

Curriculum Theme



Overview - Year 2

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Unit 1

Curriculum Link

Sentence 
Knowledge 
Progression

As and where 
possible

Writing to inform 
- letter

Plague

Writing to 
entertain -

setting 
description

Inventors

Writing to 
entertain - telling 

a story

World Book Day

Writing to 
entertain - poem

Writing to inform 
- diary extract

Great Fire of 
London

Unit 2

Curriculum Link

Sentence 
Knowledge 
Progression

As and where 
possible

Writing to inform 
- instructions

Writing to 
entertain - poem

Inventors

Writing to inform 
- information text

Oceans

Writing to inform 
- poster

School 
environment

Writing to 
entertain -
narrative

Great Fire of 
London

Belonging Peace and Conflict Aspirations Journeys Environment Changes

Curriculum Theme



Overview - Year 3

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Unit 1

Curriculum Link

Writing to inform 
- Information text

Class Name

Writing to 
entertain -
description

Wild Weather

Writing to 
persuade -

speech

Scientists

Writing to 
entertain -

Poetry

World Book Day

Writing to 
entertain -
narrative

Volcanoes

Writing to inform 
- information text

Plants

Unit 2

Curriculum Link

Writing to 
entertain -

setting 
description

Stone Age to 
Iron Age

Writing to inform 
- newspaper 

article

Wild Weather

Writing to 
entertain -
narrative

Romans

Writing to inform 
- Biography

Romans

Writing to 
entertain -

Poetry

Volcanoes

Writing to 
persuade - letter

Plants

Belonging Peace and Conflict Aspirations Journeys Environment Changes

Curriculum Theme



Overview - Year 4

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Unit 1

Curriculum Link

Writing to 
entertain  

(character 
description)

Anglo 
Saxons/Vikings

Writing to 
entertain -

Bonfire Night 
(poem)

Writing to 
entertain (setting 

description) 

Writing to 
entertain 

(description)

River journey

Writing to 
entertain 
(poem)

Writing to 
entertain (myths 

and legends)

Ancient Greece

Unit 2

Curriculum Link

Writing to inform 
(information 

text)

Science or 
History

Writing to 
entertain 

(narrative)

Anglo -Saxons 
and Vikings

Writing to inform 
(instructions)

Science - sound

Writing to 
persuade 

(persuasive 
letter)

Mountains and 
Rivers

Writing to inform 
(explanation text 
linked to enquiry 

question)

Ancient Maya

Writing to 
persuade 
(advert)

Ancient Greece

Belonging Peace and Conflict Aspirations Journeys Environment Changes

Curriculum Theme



Overview - Year 5

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Unit 1

Curriculum Link

Writing to 
entertain -
character 
description 

Refugees

Writing to 
persuade - letter

WW1

Writing to 
entertain -
narrative

Suffragettes

Writing to 
entertain - poem 

Space

Writing to 
persuade -
persuasive 

speech

Rainforests

Writing to 
entertain -
narrative  

Unit 2

Curriculum Link

Writing to discuss 
(review of 

enquiry 
question)

Refugees

Writing to 
entertain -
character 

journey

WW1

Writing to inform 
- biography

Suffragettes

Writing to discuss 
(review of 

enquiry 
question)

Space

Writing to 
entertain -

setting 
description

Rainforests

Writing to inform 
- explanation 

text

Ancient Sumer

Belonging Peace and Conflict Aspirations Journeys Environment Changes

Curriculum Theme



Overview - Year 6

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Unit 1

Curriculum Link

Writing to 
entertain (setting 

description) 

Writing to inform 
- information text 

Nelson Mandela

Writing to 
entertain 

(narrative)

WW2

Writing to inform 
(Biography -

Jewish person)

Kinder Transport

Writing to 
entertain -

poetry (Sonnet -
Shakespeare)

Writing to 
entertain 

(narrative of a 
child during 

Industrial 
Revolution) 

Industrial 
Revolution

Unit 2

Curriculum Link

Writing to discuss 
(review of 

enquiry 
question)

DEIB

Writing to 
entertain (winter 

poetry) 

Writing to 
entertain (same 
story, different 

audience)

Writing to 
persuade (letter 

to keep the 
lighthouse)

Letters from the 
Lighthouse

Writing to discuss 
(review of 

enquiry 
question) 

Sustainable 
tourism

Writing to inform 
- newspaper 

article 

Transition

Belonging Peace and Conflict Aspirations Journeys Environment Changes

Curriculum Theme



Spoken Language

Spoken language forms a key part of the English curriculum with writing lessons providing opportunities for children to devel op their spoken 
language. We know at Bulwell that spoken language is an important area of development for supporting children so units should include 
opportunities for children to practise and develop their spoken language. 

In each unit, pupils should be taught to/ have opportunities to:

Å listen and respond appropriately to adults and their peers 

Å ask relevant questions to extend their understanding and knowledge 

Å use relevant strategies to build their vocabulary 

Å articulate and justify answers, arguments and opinions 

Å give well -structured descriptions, explanations and narratives for different purposes, including for expressing feelings 

Å maintain attention and participate actively in collaborative conversations, staying on topic and initiating and responding to co mments 

Å use spoken language to develop understanding through speculating, hypothesising, imagining and exploring ideas 

Å speak audibly and fluently with an increasing command of Standard English 

Å participate in discussions, presentations, performances, role play, improvisations and debates 

Å gain, maintain and monitor the interest of the listener(s) 

Å consider and evaluate different viewpoints, attending to and building on the contributions of others 

Å select and use appropriate registers for effective communication. 



Spoken Language

Non -Statutory Guidance

These statements apply to all years. The content should be taught at a level appropriate to the age of the pupils. Pupils sho uld build on the oral 
language skills that have been taught in preceding years. 

Pupils should be taught to develop their competence in spoken language and listening to enhance the effectiveness with which the y are able 
to communicate across a range of contexts and to a range of audiences. They should therefore have opportunities to work in gr oup s of 
different sizes ðin pairs, small groups, large groups and as a whole class. Pupils should understand how to take turns and when and how to 
participate constructively in conversations and debates. 

Attention should also be paid to increasing pupilsõ vocabulary, ranging from describing their immediate world and feelings tode veloping a 
broader, deeper and richer vocabulary to discuss abstract concepts and a wider range of topics, and to enhancing their knowle dge about 
language as a whole. 

Pupils should receive constructive feedback on their spoken language and listening, not only to improve their knowledge and s kills but also to 
establish secure foundations for effective spoken language in their studies at primary school, helping them to achieve in sec ond ary education 
and beyond. 



Sentence Knowledge Progression

Sentence structure is an essential part of pupils being able to make progress in their writing when creating written pieces a cro ss different 
purposes. Without a clear understanding of sentence structure, pupils will struggle to write coherent pieces that match the r equ irements of 
each piece of writing.

To support this, at Bulwell St Maryõs C of E Primary School we have a clear progression model for sentence knowledge to support pupils 
understanding of writing. The aim of this is to support progress in writing, with sentence knowledge progression being taught within units and 
separately where necessary.

The following pages set out different sentence structures and grammatical ideas that pupils should know and be able to apply as part of 
their different written outcomes across each year group. It is expected that pupils will get the chance to learn and practise the elements 
regularly with regular recap to support understanding and retention over time. Where appropriate, these can be taught within the mapped 
out writing units though there is also potential to teach them separately in between units. 

One of the reasons why this is important is because of the cognitive demands of writing. Pupils can often struggle with writi ng most because 
of the various demands on an individualõs cognitive load. The purpose of our sentence knowledge progression document is to ensure that 
certain elements of constructing sentences become automatic through regular teaching and retrieval so that cognitive load isn õt being 
used unnecessarily on elements of sentence structure, therefore freeing up cognitive load for the content of writing. 

Adaptations and support:

By setting out a sentence knowledge progression, it provides the chance to focus in on where pupils may need individual suppo rt and 
intervention. Whilst most pupils will be expected to be working within their year groups objectives, certain individuals may hav e gaps in their 
knowledge that need identifying and working on. The sentence knowledge progression document provides teachers the opportunity to
identify where gaps in knowledge might be to then plan for how they can build up an individualõs sentence knowledge e.g. referring to 
statements in Year 2 for a Year 5 child where this may be the most appropriate level based on their writing. 

Credit:

Our sentence knowledge progression document is based on work from Stanley Road (document can be found on their school website ) that 
was adapted from the STEP Academy Trust on complete.maths.com



Sentence Knowledge Progression

Year 1

1.1 - Identify and write a past tense action verb

1.2 - Identify and write a simple subject

1.3 - Identify and write a capital letter to begin a sentence

1.4 - Identify and write a full stop to end a sentence

1.5 - Maintain a consistent past tense when writing

1.6 - Identify and write a direct object

1.7 - Identify and write nouns

1.8 - Identify and write a compound subject (more than one subject of the sentence e.g. Max and Kelly)

1.9 - Identify and write a compound object (more than one object of the sentence e.g. Max bought a bicycle and helmet)

1.10 - Identify and write personal pronouns and subjects

1.11 - Identify and write personal pronouns as objects

1.12 - Identify and write state of being verbs

1.13 - Identify and write an adjective after a state of being verb

1.14 - Identify and write lists of two adjectives after a state of being verb

1.15 - Distinguish between statements and questions

1.16 - Write the appropriate stop mark for questions and statements

1.17 - Identify and write questions



Sentence Knowledge Progression

Year 2

2.1 - Distinguish between common and proper nouns

2.2 - Identify and write lists of nouns joined with conjunctions

2.3 - Identify and write conjunctions to list nouns

2.4 - Identify and write commas to list nouns

2.5 - Identify and write a present tense action verb

2.6 - Maintain a consistent present tense when writing

2.7 - Distinguish between statements and commands

2.8 - Identify and write commands

2.9 - Distinguish between singular and plural nouns

2.10 - Maintain the correct subject/ verb agreement when writing with singular and plural subjects

2.11 - Identify and write adjectives before nouns acting as the subject

2.12 - Identify and write adjectives before nouns acting as the object

2.13 - Identify and write commas to list adjectives

2.14 - Identify and write apostrophes for contraction

2.15 - Identify and write prepositions of time, place and movement

2.16 - Distinguish between a main clause and a phrase

2.17 - Identify and write prepositional phrases of time, place and movement within simple sentences

2.18 - Identify and write prepositional phrases of time, place and movement that begin simple sentences

2.19 - Identify and write adverbs of manner and time within a sentence

2.20 - Identify and write adverbs of manner that begin a sentence



Sentence Knowledge Progression

Year 3

3.1 - Distinguish between statements and exclamations

3.2 - Identify and write exclamations

3.3 - Identify and write comparative adjectives

3.4 - Identify and write superlative adjectives

3.5 - Identify and write adverbs that modify adjectives

3.6 - Identify and write adverbs of place within a simple sentence

3.7 - Identify and write adverbial phrases of manner, time and place within simple sentences

3.8 - Identify and write adverbial phrases of time, place and manner that begin simple sentences

3.9 -Identify and write a sentence that consists of two main clauses with the coordinating conjunction ôandõ

3.10 -Identify and write a sentence that consists of two main clauses with the coordinating conjunction ôbutõ

3.11 -Identify and write a sentence that consists of two main clauses with the coordinating conjunction ôyetõ

3.12 - Distinguish between simple sentences and sentences that contain more than one main/independent clause

3.13 - Identify and write a combination of simple sentences and sentences that consist of two main clauses (joined with the conj unctions ôandõ, ôbutõ or ôyetõ)

3.14 - Identify and write personal pronouns to replace nouns repeated as subjects in the second main clause of a sentence that c onsists of two main clauses

3.15 - Identify and write personal pronouns to replace nouns repeated as objects in the second main clause of a sentence that co nsists of two main clauses

3.16 - Identify and write a prepositional phrase within a sentence that consists of two main clauses

3.17 - Identify and write a prepositional phrase that begins a sentence that consists of two main clauses

3.18 -Identify and write a sentence that consists of two main clauses with the coordinating conjunction ôorõ

3.19 -Identify and write a sentence that consists of two main clauses with the coordinating conjunction ôsoõ

3.20 - Identify and write a combination of simple sentences and sentences that consist of two main clauses (joined with the conj unctions ôorõ and ôsoõ)



Sentence Knowledge Progression

Year 3 continued

3.21 - Identify and write adverbs and adverbial phrases of time, place and manner within a sentence of two main clauses linked b y a 
coordinating conjunction

3.22 - Identify and write adverbs and adverbial phrases of time, place and manner that begin a sentence of two main clauses link ed by a 
coordinating conjunction

3.23 - Identify and write apostrophes for singular possession

3.24 - Identify and write apostrophes for plural possession

3.25 - Convert spoken word into direct speech (statement) followed by a reporting clause

3.26 - Convert spoken word into direct speech (question and exclamation) followed by a reporting clause



Sentence Knowledge Progression

Year 4

4.1 - Identify and write a sentence that consists of two main clauses with semi -colons

4.2 - Distinguish between a main clause and a subordinate clause

4.3 -Identify and write the subordinating conjunctions ôbecauseõ, ôwhenõ and ôalthoughõ

4.4 - Identify and write multi -clause sentences that open with a main clause followed by a subordinate clause (ôbecauseõ, ôwhenõand ôalthoughõ)

4.5 - Identify and write multi -clause sentences that open with a subordinate clause followed by a main clause (ôbecauseõ, ôwhenõand ôalthoughõ)

4.6 - Identify and write topic sentences that start new paragraphs in expositional writing

4.7 - Identify and write supporting detail that elaborates on topic sentences in expositional writing

4.8 - Identify and write concluding sentences that end paragraphs in expositional writing

4.9 -Identify and write the subordinating conjunctions ôsinceõ, ôafter/beforeõ and ôeven thoughõ

4.10 - Identify and write multi -clause sentences that open with a main clause followed by a subordinate clause (ôsinceõ, ôafter/beforeõ and ôeven 

thoughõ)

4.11 - Identify and write multi -clause sentences that open with a subordinate clause followed by a main clause (ôsinceõ, ôafter/beforeõ and ôeven 

thoughõ)

4.12 - Convert spoken word into direct speech (question and exclamation) starting with a reporting clause

4.13 - Convert spoken word into direct speech (statement) starting with a reporting clause

4.14 - Identify and write appropriate verbs in reporting clauses for characterisation 

4.15 - Identify and write new paragraphs for new speakers

4.16 -Identify and write the subordinating conjunctions ôasõ, ôwhileõ and ôifõ

4.17 - Identify and write multi -clause sentences that open with a main clause followed by a subordinate clause (ôasõ, ôwhileõ and ôifõ)

4.18 - Identify and write multi -clause sentences that open with a subordinate clause followed by a main clause (ôasõ, ôwhileõ and ôifõ)

4.19 - Identify and write sentences that open with present or past participles

4.20 - Identify and write sentences that open with present or past participle phrases



Sentence Knowledge Progression

Year 5

5.1 - Identify and write adverbs followed by present and past participle openers

5.2 - Identify and write expanded nouns phrases that include a prepositional phrase

5.3 - Identify and write relative clauses (embedded at the end of the main clause) as parenthesis

5.4 - Substitute commas for brackets and dashes when demarcating relative clauses as parenthesis

5.5 - Identify and write appositives (embedded and at the end of the main clause) as parenthesis

5.6 - Write relative clauses and appositives within a sentence that includes two main clauses and within multi -clause sentences

5.7 - Identify and organise ideas into paragraphs to indicate a change in person, place or a jump in time

5.8 - Convert spoken word into direct speech (statement, question and exclamation) where the reporting clause is embedded

5.9 - Open, embed or end a paragraph with direct speech

5.10 - Expand on direct speech with narrative to advance the plot

5.11 - Identify and write ellipsis as a stop mark and an incomplete thought

5.12 - Identify and write ellipsis as a pause

5.13 - Identify and write conjunctive adverbs to open sentences

5.14 - Identify and write conjunctive adverbs after semi -colons to combine and then link two main clauses

5.15 - Identify and write an introductory paragraph in expositional writing

5.16 - Identify and write a concluding paragraph in expositional writing

5.17 - Identify and write similes

5.18 - Identify and write metaphors

5.19 - Identify and write personification



Sentence Knowledge Progression

Year 6

6.1 - Identify and write multi -clause sentences including two main clauses joined with two different co -ordinating conjunctions

6.2 - Identify and write multi -clause sentences including two main clauses joined with two different subordinating conjunctions

6.3 - Identify and write multi -clause sentences including two main clauses joined with one subordinating conjunction and one co -ordinating 
conjunction

6.4 - Identify and write a combination of sentence types to avoid repetition

6.5 - Identify and write simple sentences to enhance the mood and/or add emphasis

6.6 - Identify and use colons to introduce lists

6.7 - Identify and use colons to explain

6.8 - Distinguish between active and passive voice

6.9 - Identify and use dashes and ellipsis in direct speech for characterisation

6.10 - Identify and write non -standard English in direct speech for characterisation

6.11 - Identify and write conjunctive adverbs to link paragraphs

6.12 - Identify and write cohesive paragraphs where the topic sentence links to the proceeding concluding sentence

6.13 - Identify and write single sentence paragraphs to enhance the mood, add emphasis and/or alter the pace of the narrative

6.14 - Identify and write anaphora

6.15 - Identify and write epistrophe

6.16 - Identify and write exaggeration



Year 1 Units



Year Group: 1 Unit: Sentence Knowledge Progression - Autumn 1

Purpose:

Develop understanding of 
sentences

Audience:

N/A

Potential books/ films:

Å Books linked to curriculum

Å Film clips linked to curriculum areas

Å Other books and films as see fit to support sentence development
Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:

Å I can sit at the table , holding a pencil comfortably and using the 

correct pencil grip

Å I can say out loud what I am going to write about

Å I can write a single sentence demarcated with capital letters and full 

stops

Å I can begin to form lower -case letters in the correct direction, starting 

and finishing in the right place

Å I can spot when I have missed finger spaces

EXS:

Å I can read my own writing aloud clearly to check it makes sense

Å I can join words and clauses with the conjunction ôandõ

Å I can demarcate many sentences using a capital letter and a full 

stop, and begin to use question marks and exclamation marks

Å I can try to use adjectives

Å I can use a capital letter for names of people, places, days of the 

week and the personal pronoun ôIõ

Å I can form many letters and digits correctly, with some difference 

between upper and lower -case letters

Å I can use spaces between words

GDS:

Å I can use capital letters and full stops mostly correctly

Å I can form most letters correctly

Grammar links:

Å Punctuation (capital letter, full stop, question mark, exclamation 
mark)

Å Statement

Å Conjunction (and)

Å Subject and object

Å Nouns and verbs

Å Questions

Å Past tenseSupport:

Å Shorter sessions with more recap
Å Finger space reminder
Å Letter formation sheets
Å Copying sentences
Å Pencil grips
Å Visual guide (e.g. first, next, then with key prompts)

Challenge:

Å Using different conjunctions to join sentences

Å Writing multiple sentences, including a mix e.g. a statement followed 
by a question or vice versa



Year Group: 1 Unit: Sentence Knowledge Progression - Autumn 1

Purpose:

Develop understanding of 
sentences

Audience:

N/A

Potential books/ films:

Å Books linked to curriculum

Å Film clips linked to curriculum areas

Å Other books and films as see fit to support sentence development

Support:

Å Shorter sessions with more recap
Å Finger space reminder
Å Letter formation sheets
Å Copying sentences
Å Pencil grips
Å Visual guide (e.g. first, next, then with key prompts)

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:

Å I can sit at the table , holding a pencil comfortably and using the 

correct pencil grip

Å I can say out loud what I am going to write about

Å I can write a single sentence demarcated with capital letters and full 

stops

Å I can begin to form lower -case letters in the correct direction, starting 

and finishing in the right place

Å I can spot when I have missed finger spaces

EXS:

Å I can read my own writing aloud clearly to check it makes sense

Å I can join words and clauses with the conjunction ôandõ

Å I can demarcate many sentences using a capital letter and a full 

stop, and begin to use question marks and exclamation marks

Å I can try to use adjectives

Å I can use a capital letter for names of people, places, days of the 

week and the personal pronoun ôIõ

Å I can form many letters and digits correctly, with some difference 

between upper and lower -case letters

Å I can use spaces between words

GDS:

Å I can use capital letters and full stops mostly correctly

Å I can form most letters correctly

Grammar links:

Å Punctuation (capital letter, full stop, question mark, exclamation 
mark)

Å Statement

Å Conjunction (and)

Å Subject and object

Å Nouns and verbs

Å Questions

Å Past tense

Challenge:

Å Using different conjunctions to join sentences

Å Writing multiple sentences, including a mix e.g. a statement followed 
by a question or vice versa



Year Group: 1 Unit: Sentence Knowledge Progression - Autumn 2

Purpose:

Develop understanding of 
sentences

Audience:

N/A

Potential books/ films:

Å Books linked to curriculum

Å Film clips linked to curriculum areas

Å Other books and films as see fit to support sentence development

Support:

Å Shorter sessions with more recap
Å Finger space reminder
Å Letter formation sheets
Å Copying sentences
Å Pencil grips
Å Visual guide (e.g. first, next, then with key prompts)

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:

Å I can sit at the table , holding a pencil comfortably and using the 

correct pencil grip

Å I can say out loud what I am going to write about

Å I can write a single sentence demarcated with capital letters and full 

stops

Å I can begin to form lower -case letters in the correct direction, starting 

and finishing in the right place

Å I can spot when I have missed finger spaces

EXS:

Å I can read my own writing aloud clearly to check it makes sense

Å I can join words and clauses with the conjunction ôandõ

Å I can demarcate many sentences using a capital letter and a full 

stop, and begin to use question marks and exclamation marks

Å I can try to use adjectives

Å I can use a capital letter for names of people, places, days of the 

week and the personal pronoun ôIõ

Å I can form many letters and digits correctly, with some difference 

between upper and lower -case letters

Å I can use spaces between words

GDS:

Å I can use capital letters and full stops mostly correctly

Å I can form most letters correctly

Grammar links:

Å Punctuation (capital letter, full stop, question mark, exclamation 
mark)

Å Statement

Å Conjunction (and)

Å Subject and object

Å Nouns and verbs

Å Questions

Å Past tense

Challenge:

Å Using different conjunctions to join sentences

Å Writing multiple sentences, including a mix e.g. a statement followed 
by a question or vice versa



Year Group: 1 Unit: Sentence Knowledge Progression - Autumn 2

Purpose:

Develop understanding of 
sentences

Audience:

N/A

Potential books/ films:

Å Books linked to curriculum

Å Film clips linked to curriculum areas

Å Other books and films as see fit to support sentence development

Support:

Å Shorter sessions with more recap
Å Finger space reminder
Å Letter formation sheets
Å Copying sentences
Å Pencil grips
Å Visual guide (e.g. first, next, then with key prompts)

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:

Å I can sit at the table , holding a pencil comfortably and using the 

correct pencil grip

Å I can say out loud what I am going to write about

Å I can write a single sentence demarcated with capital letters and full 

stops

Å I can begin to form lower -case letters in the correct direction, starting 

and finishing in the right place

Å I can spot when I have missed finger spaces

EXS:

Å I can read my own writing aloud clearly to check it makes sense

Å I can join words and clauses with the conjunction ôandõ

Å I can demarcate many sentences using a capital letter and a full 

stop, and begin to use question marks and exclamation marks

Å I can try to use adjectives

Å I can use a capital letter for names of people, places, days of the 

week and the personal pronoun ôIõ

Å I can form many letters and digits correctly, with some difference 

between upper and lower -case letters

Å I can use spaces between words

GDS:

Å I can use capital letters and full stops mostly correctly

Å I can form most letters correctly

Grammar links:

Å Punctuation (capital letter, full stop, question mark, exclamation 
mark)

Å Statement

Å Conjunction (and)

Å Subject and object

Å Nouns and verbs

Å Questions

Å Past tense

Challenge:

Å Using different conjunctions to join sentences

Å Writing multiple sentences, including a mix e.g. a statement followed 
by a question or vice versa



Year Group: 1 Unit: Sentence Knowledge Progression - Spring 1

Purpose:

Develop understanding of 
sentences

Audience:

N/A

Potential books/ films:

Å Lost and Found

Support:

Å Shorter sessions with more recap
Å Finger space reminder
Å Letter formation sheets
Å Copying sentences
Å Pencil grips
Å Visual guide (e.g. first, next, then with key prompts)

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:

Å I can sit at the table , holding a pencil comfortably and using the 

correct pencil grip

Å I can say out loud what I am going to write about

Å I can write a single sentence demarcated with capital letters and full 

stops

Å I can begin to form lower -case letters in the correct direction, starting 

and finishing in the right place

Å I can spot when I have missed finger spaces

EXS:

Å I can read my own writing aloud clearly to check it makes sense

Å I can join words and clauses with the conjunction ôandõ

Å I can demarcate many sentences using a capital letter and a full 

stop, and begin to use question marks and exclamation marks

Å I can try to use adjectives

Å I can use a capital letter for names of people, places, days of the 

week and the personal pronoun ôIõ

Å I can form many letters and digits correctly, with some difference 

between upper and lower -case letters

Å I can use spaces between words

GDS:

Å I can use capital letters and full stops mostly correctly

Å I can form most letters correctly

Grammar links:

Å Punctuation (capital letter, full stop, question mark, exclamation 
mark)

Å Statement

Å Conjunction (and)

Å Subject and object

Å Nouns and verbs

Å Questions

Å Past tense

Challenge:

Å Using different conjunctions to join sentences

Å Writing multiple sentences, including a mix e.g. a statement followed 
by a question or vice versa



Year Group: 1 Unit: Story linked to Lost and Found - Spring 1

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Year 6

Potential books/ films:

Å Lost and Found

Å Clips linked to Lost and Found

Å Previous sentence work linked to Lost and Found in English book
Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:

Å I can say out loud what I am going to write about

Å I can write a single sentence demarcated with capital letters and full 

stops

EXS:

Å I can read my own writing aloud clearly to check it makes sense

Å I can orally rehearse sentences and sequence them to form short 

narratives or non -fiction texts

Å I can join words and clauses with the conjunction ôandõ

Å I can demarcate many sentences using a capital letter and a full 

stop, and begin to use question marks and exclamation marks

Å I can try to use adjectives

Å I can use a capital letter for names of people, places, days of the 

week and the personal pronoun ôIõ

Å I can form many letters and digits correctly, with some difference 

between upper and lower -case letters

GDS:

Å I can use capital letters and full stops mostly correctly

Å I can form most letters correctly

Å I can join words and clauses with a variety of coordinating 

conjunctions and am beginning to use some subordinating 

conjunctions

Grammar links:

Å Tense

Å Sentences and punctuating sentences

Å Adjectives

Å Sequencing sentences

Å Conjunctions

Support:

Å Sentence stems
Å Images in sequence
Å Written sentences out of sequence to sort
Å Guided groups
Å Previous work on Lost and Found
Å Scribing 

Challenge:

Å Using different conjunctions to join sentences

Å Making changes and adaptations to the story to make it their own



Year Group: 1 Unit: Telling stories for World Book Day - Spring 2

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Year 2

Potential books/ films:

Å Man on the Moon

Å That Rabbit belongs to Emily Brown

Å Gorilla

Å The Bear and the Piano

Å The Bumblebear

Å The Highway Rat

Grammar links:

Å Adjectives

Å Sentence formation

Å Tense

Å Conjunctions

Å Personal pronouns

Å Plurals

Å Prefixes and suffixes
Support:

Å Guided g roup writing
Å Pre-mapped out plan
Å Sentences out of sequence to order
Å Pictures from the story to support
Å Word mats

Challenge:

Å Using different conjunctions to join sentences

Å Changing key details of the story to create a different endi ng

Å Creating a blurb for their story

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can read my own writing aloud clearly to check it makes 

sense
Å I can orally rehearse sentences and sequence them to form 

short narratives or non -fiction texts
Å I can join words and clauses with the conjunction ôandõ
Å I can demarcate many sentences using a capital letter and 

a full stop, and begin to use question marks and 
exclamation marks

Å I can try to use adjectives
Å I can use a capital letter for names of people, places, days 
of the week and the personal pronoun ôIõ

Å I can form many letters and digits correctly, with some 
difference between upper and lower -case letters

GDS:
ÅI can use capital letters and full stops mostly correctly
ÅI can form most letters correctly
ÅI can join words and clauses with a variety of coordinating 

conjunctions and am beginning to use some subordinating 
conjunctions



Year Group: 1 Unit: Information text about the U.K - Spring 2

Purpose:

To inform

Audience:

Whole school - display in 
library

Potential books/ films:

Å The Big Book of the UK

Å An English Year

Å A Walk in London

Å A Street through Time

Å In Every House on Every Street

Å Katie in Scotland

Grammar links:

Å Sentence formation

Å Tense

Å Conjunctions

Å Plurals

Å Prefixes and suffixes

Support:

Å Pre-prepared facts
Å Sentence stems
Å Fill in the gap
Å Guided groups
Å Ready made template to complete
Å Scribe

Challenge:

Å Using different conjunctions to join sentences

Å Creating different mini paragraphs

Å Creating a mini -glossary/ labelled map

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can read my own writing aloud clearly to check it makes 

sense
Å I can orally rehearse sentences and sequence them to form 

short narratives or non -fiction texts
Å I can join words and clauses with the conjunction ôandõ
Å I can demarcate many sentences using a capital letter and 

a full stop, and begin to use question marks and 
exclamation marks

Å I can try to use adjectives
Å I can use a capital letter for names of people, places, days 
of the week and the personal pronoun ôIõ

Å I can form many letters and digits correctly, with some 
difference between upper and lower -case letters

GDS:
ÅI can use capital letters and full stops mostly correctly
ÅI can form most letters correctly
ÅI can join words and clauses with a variety of coordinating 

conjunctions and am beginning to use some subordinating 
conjunctions



Year Group: 1 Unit: Retelling Jack and the Beanstalk - Summer 1

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

F2

Potential books/ films:

Å Jack and the Beanstalk

Å Clips linked to Jack and the Beanstalk

Grammar links:

Å Adjectives

Å Sentence formation

Å Tense

Å Conjunctions

Å Plurals

Å Prefixes and suffixes

Support:

Å Sentence stems
Å Images in sequence
Å Written sentences out of sequence to sort
Å Guided groups
Å Simpler versions of Jack and the Beanstalk
Å Scribing 

Challenge :

Å Different character viewpoints

Å Twist to the original story

Å Telling the story from first person perspective

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can read my own writing aloud clearly to check it makes 

sense
Å I can orally rehearse sentences and sequence them to form 

short narratives or non -fiction texts
Å I can join words and clauses with the conjunction ôandõ
Å I can demarcate many sentences using a capital letter and 

a full stop, and begin to use question marks and 
exclamation marks

Å I can try to use adjectives
Å I can use a capital letter for names of people, places, days 
of the week and the personal pronoun ôIõ

Å I can form many letters and digits correctly, with some 
difference between upper and lower -case letters

GDS:
ÅI can use capital letters and full stops mostly correctly
ÅI can form most letters correctly
ÅI can join words and clauses with a variety of coordinating 

conjunctions and am beginning to use some subordinating 
conjunctions



Year Group: 1 Unit: Instructions for planting a seed - Summer 1

Purpose:

To inform

Audience:

Year 6

Potential books/ films:

Å Bloom

Å Katie and the Sunflowers

Å The Little Gardener

Å The Extraordinary Gardener

Å Lifecycles: Seed to Sunflower

Å A Seed is Sleepy

Grammar links:

Å Verbs

Å Sentence openers

Å Tense

Å Pronouns - you

Å Sentence punctuation

Support:

Å Images to support
Å Labelled diagram cycle to put into sentences
Å Sentence stems
Å Mixed up order of sentences to organise
Å Guided writing groups
Å Scribing 

Challenge:

Å Creating cohesion through use of adverbials e.g. first, then, next

Å Illustrations to support instructions

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can read my own writing aloud clearly to check it makes 

sense
Å I can orally rehearse sentences and sequence them to form 

short narratives or non -fiction texts
Å I can join words and clauses with the conjunction ôandõ
Å I can demarcate many sentences using a capital letter and 

a full stop, and begin to use question marks and 
exclamation marks

Å I can form many letters and digits correctly, with some 
difference between upper and lower -case letters

GDS:
ÅI can use capital letters and full stops mostly correctly
ÅI can form most letters correctly
ÅI can join words and clauses with a variety of coordinating 

conjunctions and am beginning to use some subordinating 
conjunctions



Year Group: 1 Unit: Victorian description (could be a character, scene etc.) - Summer 2

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Year 2

Potential books/ films:

Å Lost in the Toy Museum

Å When I was a Child

Å You Wouldnõt Want to be a Victorian Schoolchild

Å You Wouldnõt Want to be a Victorian Miner

Grammar links:

Å Adjectives

Å Sentence formation

Å Tense

Å Conjunctions

Å Plurals

Å Prefixes and suffixes

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can read my own writing aloud clearly to check it makes 

sense
Å I can orally rehearse sentences and sequence them to form 

short narratives or non -fiction texts
Å I can join words and clauses with the conjunction ôandõ
Å I can demarcate many sentences using a capital letter and 

a full stop, and begin to use question marks and 
exclamation marks

Å I can try to use adjectives
Å I can use a capital letter for names of people, places, days 
of the week and the personal pronoun ôIõ

Å I can form many letters and digits correctly, with some 
difference between upper and lower -case letters

GDS:
ÅI can use capital letters and full stops mostly correctly
ÅI can form most letters correctly
ÅI can join words and clauses with a variety of coordinating 

conjunctions and am beginning to use some subordinating 
conjunctions

Support:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support 
achieving WTS or EXS

Challenge:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support achieving GDS or 
confident EXS



Year Group: 1 Unit: Fact file poster about Bulwell - Summer 2

Purpose:

To inform

Audience:

Whole school - display

Potential books/ films:

Å Previous wor k on Bulwell in geography

Å Internet research

Grammar links:

Å Capital letters for names

Å Conjunctions

Å Adjectives

Å Plurals

Å Prefixes and suffixes

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can read my own writing aloud clearly to check it makes 

sense
Å I can orally rehearse sentences and sequence them to form 

short narratives or non -fiction texts
Å I can join words and clauses with the conjunction ôandõ
Å I can demarcate many sentences using a capital letter and 

a full stop, and begin to use question marks and 
exclamation marks

Å I can try to use adjectives
Å I can use a capital letter for names of people, places, days 
of the week and the personal pronoun ôIõ

Å I can form many letters and digits correctly, with some 
difference between upper and lower -case letters

GDS:
ÅI can use capital letters and full stops mostly correctly
ÅI can form most letters correctly
ÅI can join words and clauses with a variety of coordinating 

conjunctions and am beginning to use some subordinating 
conjunctions

Support:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support 
achieving WTS or EXS

Challenge:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support achieving GDS or 
confident EXS



Year 2 Units



Year Group: 2 Unit: Sentence Knowledge Progression - Autumn 1

Purpose:

Develop understanding of 
sentences

Audience:

N/A

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:
Å I can demarcate some sentences with capital letters and 

full stops
Å I can form lower -case letters in the correct direction, starting 

and finishing in the right place
Å I can form lower -case letters of the correct size relative to 

one another in some of my writing
Å I can use spacing between words

EXS:
Å I can demarcate most sentences in my writing with capital 

letters and full stops, and use question marks when required
Å I can use present and past tense mostly correctly and 

consistently
Å I can use co -ordination and some subordination to join 

clauses
Å I can form capital letters and digits of the correct size, 

orientation and relationship to one another and to lower -
case letters

Å I can use spacing between words that reflects the size of 
the letters

Grammar links:

Å Word classes

Å Past and present tense

Å Noun phrase

Å Apostrophes and commas

Å Conjunctions

Å Statement, question, command, exclamation

Å Prepositions
Support:

Å Letter formation sheets
Å Finger space reminders
Å Sentence stems
Å Guided groups
Å Paired and small group writing
Å Scribes
Å Images to support with ideas

Challenge:

Å Using the range of punctuation for KS1 in their writing

Å Making additions and revisions to sentences, and proof -reading for 
errors 

Potential books/ films:

Å Books linked to curriculum

Å Film clips linked to curriculum areas

Å Other books and films as see fit to support sentence development



Year Group: 2 Unit: Sentence Knowledge Progression - Autumn 1

Purpose:

Develop understanding of 
sentences

Audience:

N/A

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:
Å I can demarcate some sentences with capital letters and 

full stops
Å I can form lower -case letters in the correct direction, starting 

and finishing in the right place
Å I can form lower -case letters of the correct size relative to 

one another in some of my writing
Å I can use spacing between words

EXS:
Å I can demarcate most sentences in my writing with capital 

letters and full stops, and use question marks when required
Å I can use present and past tense mostly correctly and 

consistently
Å I can use co -ordination and some subordination to join 

clauses
Å I can form capital letters and digits of the correct size, 

orientation and relationship to one another and to lower -
case letters

Å I can use spacing between words that reflects the size of 
the letters

Grammar links:

Å Word classes

Å Past and present tense

Å Noun phrase

Å Apostrophes and commas

Å Conjunctions

Å Statement, question, command, exclamation

Å Prepositions
Support:

Å Letter formation sheets
Å Finger space reminders
Å Sentence stems
Å Guided groups
Å Paired and small group writing
Å Scribes
Å Images to support with ideas

Challenge:

Å Using the range of punctuation for KS1 in their writing

Å Making additions and revisions to sentences, and proof -reading for 
errors 

Potential books/ films:

Å Books linked to curriculum

Å Film clips linked to curriculum areas

Å Other books and films as see fit to support sentence development



Year Group: 2 Unit: Letter about the Plague - Autumn 2

Purpose:

To inform

Audience:

People living during the 
plague

Potential books/ films:

Å The Great Plague

Å Plagues, Pox and Pestilence

Å Grisly Medicine: Plague

Å The Black Death

Å Plague and Peril

Å Beginning History: The Plague

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:
Å I can demarcate some sentences with cap ital letters and full 

stops
Å I can form lower -case letters in the correct direction, starting 

and finishing in the righ t place
Å I can form lower -case letters of the correct size relative to one 

another in some of my writing
Å I can use spacing between words

EXS:
Å I can write about real events, recording these simply and 

clearly
Å I can demarcate most sentences in my writing with capital 

letters and full stops, and use question marks when required
Å I can use present and past tense mostly correctly and 

consistently
Å I can use co -ordination and some subordination to join 

clauses

GDS:
Å I can make simple additions, revisions and proof -reading 

corrections to my own writing

Grammar links:

Å Present and past tense

Å Word classes

Å Clauses

Å Conjunctions

Å Punctuation, including questions

Å Sentence types

Support:

Å Pre-planned notes
Å Created template to add to
Å Sentences t o add to
Å Guided sectio ns
Å Word bank with key spellings
Å Opening sections completed to then add a sentence or 

two towards

Challenge:

Å Creating a letter template

Å Considering language used and not being too ômodernõ

Å Using questions directed to th e reader



Year Group: 2 Unit: Instructions for putting up a Christmas tree - Autumn 2

Purpose:

To inform

Audience:

Each other

Potential books/ films:

Å Model text

Å Videos of Christmas trees being put up

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:

Å I can demarcate some sentences with capital letters and full 

stops

Å I can form lower -case letters in the correct direction, starting and 

finishing in the right place

Å I can form lower -case letters of the correct size relative to one 

another in some of my writing

Å I can use spacing between words

EXS:

Å I can write about real events, recording these simply and clearly

Å I can demarcate most sentences in my writing with capital 

letters and full stops, and use question marks when required

Å I can use present and past tense mostly correctly and 

consistently

Å I can use co -ordination and some subordination to join clauses

Å I can form capital letters and digits of the correct size, 

orientation and relationship to one another and to lower -case 

letters

Å I can use spacing between words that reflects the size of the 

letters

Grammar links:

Å Tense

Å Punctuation

Å Sentence types

Å Verbs

Å Adverbs

Å Suffixes

Support:

Å Sequenced images
Å Written instructions jumbled up to sort into order
Å Sentence starters provided
Å Guided writing groups
Å Word mats
Å Letter formation sheets
Å Incomplete sentences to finish

Challenge:

Å Sequencing using time adverbials

Å Commas after time adverbials

Å Images to support instructions



Year Group: 2 Unit: Setting description linked to Wall -E - Spring 1

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Year 3

Potential books/ films:

Å Wall -E

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:

Å I can write sentences that are sequenced to form a short 

narrative

Å I can demarcate some sentences with capital letters and full 

stops

Å I can use spacing between words

EXS:

Å I can write simple, coherent narratives about personal 

experiences and those of others

Å I can demarcate most sentences in my writing with capital 

letters and full stops, and use question marks when required

Å I can use present and past tense mostly correctly and 

consistently

Å I can use co -ordination and some subordination to join clauses

GDS:

Å I can write effectively and coherently for different purposes, 

drawing on my reading to inform the vocabulary and grammar 

for my writing

Å I can make simple additions, revisions and proof -reading 

corrections to my own writing

Å I can use the punctuation taught at Key Stage 1 mostly correctly

Grammar links:

Å Word classes

Å Noun phrases

Å Joining clauses

Å Tense

Å Punctuation, including apostrophes and commas

Support:

Å Character map
Å Images to support
Å Sentence stems
Å Storyboards
Å Guided groups/ scribes
Å Word banks
Å Text map to turn into story

Challenge:

Å Using the senses as part of setting description

Å Describe a character as well 

Å Show donõt tell style writing



Year Group: 2 Unit: Rhyming poem for a recipe - Spring 1

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Year 5

Potential books/ films:

Å Rhymes and Recipes for Kids

Å Example poems on Twinkl

Å Model example

Å Other examples of rhyming poems

Å Example recipes

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can write simple, coherent narratives about personal 

experiences and those of others
Å I can use present and past tense mostly correctly and 

consistently
Å I can use co -ordination and some subordination to join 

clauses
Å I can use spacing between words that reflects the size of 

the letters

GDS:
Å I can write effectively and coherently for different purposes, 

drawing on my reading to inform the vocabulary and 
grammar for my writing

Å I can make simple additions, revisions and proof -reading 
corrections to my own writing

Grammar links:

Å Word classes with particular focus on verbs

Å Commas

Å Apostrophes

Å Tense

Å Noun phrases

Å Commands and statements

Support:

Å Noun phrases provided
Å Images to create noun phrases
Å Word banks
Å Rhyming pattern set out with example words
Å Sentences to add to
Å Writing frames
Å Word cards to match rhyming words to then include

Challenge:

Å Joining some letters

Å Choosing each word for effect

Å Varying rhyming structure



Year Group: 2 Unit: Telling stories for World Book Day - Spring 2

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Year 1

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:

Å I can write simple, coherent narratives about personal 

experiences and those of others

Å I can demarcate most sentences in my writing with capital 

letters and full stops, and use question marks when required

Å I can use present and past tense mostly correctly and 

consistently

Å I can use co -ordination and some subordination to join clauses

Å I can form capital letters and digits of the correct size, 

orientation and relationship to one another and to lower -case 

letters

Å I can use spacing between words that reflects the size of the 

letters

GDS:

Å I can write effectively and coherently for different purposes, 

drawing on my reading to inform the vocabulary and grammar 

for my writing

Å I can make simple additions, revisions and proof -reading 

corrections to my own writing

Å I can use the punctuation taught at Key Stage 1 mostly correctly

Å I can add suffixes to spell most words correctly in my writing

Potential books/ films:

Å Man on the Moon

Å That Rabbit belongs to Emily Brown

Å Gorilla

Å The Bear and the Piano

Å The Bumblebear

Å The Highway Rat

Grammar links:

Å Adjectives

Å Sentence formation

Å Tense

Å Conjunctions

Å Personal pronouns

Å Plurals

Å Prefixes and suffixes
Support:

Å Guided g roup writing
Å Pre-mapped out plan
Å Sentences out of sequence to order
Å Pictures from the story to support
Å Word mats

Challenge:

Å Changing key details of the story to create a different endi ng

Å Creating a blurb for their story

Å Using a range of sentence types



Year Group: 2 Unit: Information page about oceans - Spring 2

Purpose:

To inform

Audience:

Parents

Potential books/ films:

Å Seas and Oceans

Å The Big Book of the Blue

Å Ocean

Å Meet the Oceans

Å Creature Features Ocean

Å One Day on our Blue Planet: In the Ocean

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can write about real events, recording these simply and 

clearly
Å I can demarcate most sentences in my writing with capital 

letters and full stops, and use question marks when required
Å I can use present and past tense mostly correctly and 

consistently
Å I can use co -ordination and some subordination to join 

clauses
Å I can spell many common exception words

GDS:
Å I can write effectively and coherently for different purposes, 

drawing on my reading to inform the vocabulary and 
grammar for my writing

Å I can make simple additions, revisions and proof -reading 
corrections to my own writing

Å I can use the punctuation taught at Key Stage 1 mostly 
correctly

Å I can add suffixes to spell most words correctly in my writing

Grammar links:

Å Word classes

Å Sentence types

Å Conjunctions

Å Commas

Support:
Å Simple sentences to expand on with detail
Å Headings provided with sentences to match up to headings 

and add to
Å Limit research books available to where information can be 

accessed easily
Å Provide introduction and conclusion
Å Writing support sheet with boxes for sentence by sentence
Å Guided groups/ scribing

Challenge:

Å Include glossary

Å Topic phrases in place of sub -headings

Å Use of technical vocabulary



Year Group: 2 Unit: Non -rhyming poem about a tree - Summer 1

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Year 4

Potential books/ films:

Å The Last Tree

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can write simple, coherent narratives about personal 

experiences and those of others
Å I can use present and past tense mostly correctly and 

consistently
Å I can use co -ordination and some subordination to join 

clauses
Å I can use spacing between words that reflects the size of 

the letters

GDS:
Å I can write effectively and coherently for different purposes, 

drawing on my reading to inform the vocabulary and 
grammar for my writing

Å I can make simple additions, revisions and proof -reading 
corrections to my own writing

Å I can add suffixes to spell most words correctly
Å I can use the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join 

some letters

Grammar links:

Å Word classes

Å Commas

Å Apostrophes

Å Tense

Å Suffixes

Å Noun phrases

Å Questions
Support:

Å Noun phrases provided
Å Images to create noun phrases
Å Word banks
Å Sentences to add to
Å Writing frames
Å Allow rhyming
Å Guided/ paired writing

Challenge:

Å Poem from different perspectives e.g. person looking at the tree, from 
the tree, a bird sat in the tree



Year Group: 2 Unit: Poster about looking after the school environment - Summer 1

Purpose:

To inform

Audience:

Whole school - put on display

Potential books/ films:

Å Little Turtle and the Sea

Å Tidy

Å The Great Paper Caper

Å Clean Up

Å Old Enough to Save the Planet

Å One Plastic Bag

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can write about real events, recording these simply and 

clearly
Å I can demarcate most sentences in my writing with capital 

letters and full stops, and use question marks when required
Å I can use present and past tense mostly correctly and 

consistently
Å I can use co -ordination and some subordination to join 

clauses
Å I can form capital letters and digits of the correct size, 

orientation and relationship to one another and to lower -
case letters

Å I can use spacing between words that reflects the size of 
the letters

GDS:
Å I can make simple additions, revisions and proof -reading 

corrections to my own writing
Å I can use the punctuation taught at Key Stage 1 mostly 

correctly
Å I can add suffixes to spell most words correctly in my writing

Grammar links:

Å Suffixes

Å Tense

Å Conjunctions

Å Punctuation across Key Stage 1

Å Progressive forms of verbs

Support:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support 
achieving WTS or EXS

Challenge:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support achieving GDS or 
confident EXS



Year Group: 2 Unit: Diary entries from the Great Fire of London - Summer 2

Purpose:

To inform

Audience:

Parents

Potential books/ films:

Å Who was: Samuel Pepys?

Å Why do we Remember? The Great Fire of London

Å The Great Fire of London Unclassified

Å The Great Fire of London (Beginning History)

Å The Great Fire of London

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can write about real events, recording these simply and 

clearly
Å I can demarcate most sentences in my writing with capital 

letters and full stops, and use question marks when required
Å I can use present and past tense mostly correctly and 

consistently
Å I can use co -ordination and some subordination to join 

clauses
Å I can form capital letters and digits of the correct size, 

orientation and relationship to one another and to lower -
case letters

Å I can use spacing between words that reflects the size of 
the letters

GDS:
Å I can make simple additions, revisions and proof -reading 

corrections to my own writing
Å I can use the punctuation taught at Key Stage 1 mostly 

correctly
Å I can add suffixes to spell most words correctly in my writing

Grammar links:

Å Suffixes

Å Tense

Å Conjunctions

Å Punctuation across Key Stage 1

Å Progressive forms of verbs

Support:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support 
achieving WTS or EXS

Challenge:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support achieving GDS or 
confident EXS



Year Group: 2 Unit: Narrative linked to the Great Fire of London - Summer 2

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Year 3

Potential books/ films:

Å The Great Fire of London

Å Vlad and the Great Fire of London

Å Toby and the Great Fire of London

Å Short Histories: The Bakerõs Boy and the Great Fire of London

Grammar links:

Å Noun phrases

Å Word classes

Å Conjunctions

Å Punctuation, including apostrophes and commas

Å Sentence types

Å Present and past tense

Support:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support 
achieving WTS or EXS

Challenge:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support achieving GDS or 
confident EXS

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:

Å I can write simple, coherent narratives about personal 

experiences and those of others

Å I can demarcate most sentences in my writing with capital 

letters and full stops, and use question marks when required

Å I can use present and past tense mostly correctly and 

consistently

Å I can use co -ordination and some subordination to join clauses

Å I can form capital letters and digits of the correct size, 

orientation and relationship to one another and to lower -case 

letters

Å I can use spacing between words that reflects the size of the 

letters

GDS:

Å I can write effectively and coherently for different purposes, 

drawing on my reading to inform the vocabulary and grammar 

for my writing

Å I can make simple additions, revisions and proof -reading 

corrections to my own writing

Å I can use the punctuation taught at Key Stage 1 mostly correctly

Å I can add suffixes to spell most words correctly in my writing



Year 3 Units



Year Group: 3 Unit: Information text linked to class name - Autumn 1

Purpose:

To inform

Audience:

Whole school - display

Potential books/ films:

Å Books by class author

Å Autobiography/biographies

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:
Å I can write in a range of non -narrative forms
Å I can use the range of punctuation taught up to and 

including Year 2 mostly correctly
Å I can use the past tense and present tense mostly correctly
Å I can use co -ordination

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences
Å I can organise my writing into paragraphs mostly accurately
Å I can use simple layout devices in non -ficti on
Å I can use some conjunctions and prepositions for cohesion 

and to add detail
Å I can use past and present tense mostly correctly 
Å I can use a or an correctly

Grammar links:

Å Past and present tense

Å Conjunctions

Å Prepositions

Å Clauses

Å A or an

Support:

Å Simple sentences to expand on with detail
Å Limit research books available to where information can be 

accessed easily
Å Provide introduction and conclusion
Å Examples of prepositions and conjunctions
Å Writing support sheet with boxes for sentence by sentence
Å Guided groups/ scribing

Challenge:

Å Include glossary

Å Topic phrases in place of sub -headings

Å Use of technical vocabulary



Year Group: 3 Unit: Setting description of a cave - Autumn 1

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Year 4 

Potential books/ films:
Å Stone Age Boy

Å The Cave

Å The First Drawing

Å The 1,000 Year Old Boy

Å Daveõs Cave

Å The Time Travelling Caveman

Å Scene from Jungle Book with Mowgli living in the cave

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:
Å I can use the past and present tense mostly correctly
Å I can use the range of punctuation taught up to and 

including Year 2 mostly correctly
Å I can form capital letters and lower case letters correctly
Å I can use co -ordination (e.g. or/ and/ but)
Å I can use subordination (e.g. if/ when/ that) to join clauses

EXS:
Å I can describe settings in narrative
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences 

(beginning to develop an awareness of appropriate 
language and form - writing for older children )

Å I can use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify
Å I can use past and present tense mostly correctly
Å I can use a or an correctly
Å I can try to use neat, joined handwriting 

Grammar links:

Å Nouns and adjectives

Å Determiners

Å Expanded noun phrases 

Å Possessive apostrophes

Å Present and past tense

Å Pronouns

Å A or an
Support:

Å Letter formation
Å Basic sentence punctuation
Å Using adjectives
Å Identify key spellings from Year 3/4 word list
Å Images to describe
Å Noun phrases to then expand
Å Specific word banks/ sentence stems

Challenge:

Å Two paragraphs -one of what the cave looks like now õabandonedõ 
and one about what it use to look like when it was in use by a family

Å Finding synonyms for clarity and to create a succinct description



Year Group: 3 Unit: Description of a storm/ weather event - Autumn 2

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Year 6

Potential books/ films:

Å Swimming Against the Storm

Å Hurricane Betsey

Å Wild Weather

Å A Bear Grylls Adventure: The Blizzard Challenge

Å Video clips of extreme weather events

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:
Å I can write simple, coherent narratives
Å I can use the range of punctuation taught up to and 

including Year 2 mostly correctly
Å I can use the past and present tense mostly correctly
Å I can use co -ordination
Å I can use sub -ordination

EXS:
Å I can describe settings, character and plot in narrative
Å I can organise my writing into paragraphs mostly accurately
Å I can use a or an correctly
Å I can use some conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions for 

cohesion and to add detail
Å I can use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify
Å I can use past and present tense mostly correctly and begin 

to use present perfect verb forms
Å I can use the range of punctuation taught up to and 

including Year 3 mostly correctly

Grammar links:

Å Tenses, including present perfect verb forms

Å Adverbs

Å Conjunctions

Å Prepositions

Å Main and subordinate clauses

Å Punctuation including apostrophes and commas for lists

Å Expanded noun phrases
Support:

Å Images to support description
Å Noun phrases to expand
Å Adjective word mats
Å Simple sentences to expand/ edit
Å Example expanded noun phra ses to use in sentences
Å Word mats
Å Guided groups/ working in pairs or small groups

Challenge:

Å Add speech from a character in the description of the storm

Å Short sentences/ one word sentences for effect

Å Show donõt tell writing



Year Group: 3 Unit: Newspaper article about a weather event - Autumn 2

Purpose:

To inform

Audience:

Parents

Potential books/ films:

Å Example newspaper articles

Å Example online news stories about weather events

Å Videos linked to extreme weather events

Å See previous unit for story ideas linked to extreme weather events e.g. 
Swimming Against the Storm

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:
Å I can write in a range of non -narrative forms
Å I can use the past and present tense mostly correctly
Å I can use co -ordination and subordination

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences
Å I can organise my writing into paragraphs mostly accurately
Å I can use inverted commas in direct speech
Å I can use simple layout device s in non-fiction
Å I can use some conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions for 

cohesion and to add detail
Å I can use past and present tense mostly correctly and begin 

to use present perfect verb forms
Å I can use the range of punctuation taught up to and 

including Year 3 mostly correctly

GDS:
Å I can use detail and vocabulary to interest and engage the 

reader
Å I can improve the effect of my writing by making changes 

when editing

Grammar links:

Å Tenses, including present perfect verb forms

Å Conjunctions

Å Prepositions

Å Main and subordinate clauses

Å Direct speech and rules for punctuating direct speech

Å Punctuation including apostrophes and commas for lists

Å Adverbs
Support:

Å Provided headlines
Å Guided sections about what to include in each paragraph
Å Examples of speech provided to include as qu otes
Å Guided introductions
Å Prepared boxed up notes with ideas for each paragraph to 

expand on

Challenge:

Å Emotive vocabulary to make the reader feel sorry for people 
affected

Å Playing around with clause structures for effect in their writing



Year Group: 3 Unit: Persuasive speech about what a good scientist needs - Spring 1

Purpose:

To persuade

Audience:

Each other

Potential books/ films:

Å Scientists

Å Joan Procter, Dragon Doctor

Å Marie Curie and Her Daughters

Å Little People Big Dreams series

Å Great Women Who Changed the World and similar books

Å Internet research

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:
Å I can write in a range of non -narrative forms
Å I can use the past and present tense mostly correctly
Å I can use co -ordination and subordination

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences
Å I can organise my writing into paragraphs mostly accurately
Å I can use some conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions for 

cohesion and to add detail
Å I can use past and present tense mostly correctly and begin 

to use present perfect verb forms
Å I can use the range of punctuation taught up to and 

including Year 3 mostly correctly

GDS:
Å I can use detail and vocabulary to interest and engage the 

reader
Å I can improve the effect of my writing by making changes 

when editing

Grammar links:

Å Tense, including present perfect verb forms

Å Punctuation, including commas in a list

Å Adverbials

Å Conjunctions

Support:

Å Word banks
Å Guided groups
Å Working in pairs/ small groups
Å Pre-planned notes
Å Sentence stems
Å Graphic organiser to sort ideas 
Å Prepopulated graphic organisers to support ideas

Challenge:

Å Planning for counter -arguments e.g. I know some people might say é 
but

Å Considering the need for scientists of all background to inspire others 
in arguments



Year Group: 3 Unit: Narrative ðRomans - Spring 1

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Year 1/2

Potential books/ films:

Å A Roman Story

Å Terry Deary Romans

Å Horrible Histories ðrevolting romans
Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:

Å I can write simple, coherent narratives

Å I can use the past and present tense mostly correctly

Å I can use co -ordination and sub -ordination

EXS:

Å I can describe settings, character and plot in narrative

Å I can organise my writing into paragraphs mostly accurately

Å I can use inverted commas in direct speech

Å I can use some conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions for cohesion 

and to add detail

Å I can use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify

Å I can use past and present tense mostly correctly and begin to use 

present perfect verb forms

Å I can use the range of punctuation taught up and including Year 3 

mostly correctly

GDS:

Å I can write effectively and coherently for different purposes, drawing 

on my reading

Å I can use detail and vocabulary to interest and engage the reader

Å I can improve the effect of my writing by making changes when 

editing

Support:

Å Graphic organisers - map out plot, characters, ideas
Å Story map the original story - take this to then readapt
Å Noun phrases to expand
Å Word mats and key spellings from 3/4 list
Å Speech punctuation reminders - limit rules they need to 

remember e.g. inverted commas and capital letter at start
Å Fronted adverbials provided

Challenge:

Å Using words for effect - edit and check conciseness of writing

Å Double twist in the plot

Å Develop characters through dialogue both in what they say and how 
they say it e.g. formality, accent 

Grammar links:

Å Word classes (nouns, verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns)

Å Clauses

Å Expanded noun phrases

Å Direct speech and punctuating speech

Å Tenses

Å Conjunctions

Å Prepositions



Year Group: 3 Unit: Poetry for World Book Day - Spring 2

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Parents/ whole school

Potential books/ films:

Å World Book Day text and related texts

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences
Å I can use a or an correctly
Å I can use some conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions for 

cohesion and to add detail
Å I can use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify
Å I can use past and present tense mostly correctly and begin 

to use present perfect verb forms

GDS:
Å I can write effectively and coherently for different purposes, 

drawing on my reading
Å I can use detail and vocabulary to interest and engage the 

reader
Å I can improve the effect of my writing by making changes 

when editing

Grammar links:

Å Expanded noun phrases

Å Adverbs

Å Conjunctions

Å Tense

Å A or an

Å Synonyms

Support:

Å Identify key spellings from 3/4 list as a word mat to use
Å Noun phrases to expand
Å Images to create expanded noun phrases
Å Word banks
Å Rhyming pattern set out with example words
Å Sentences to add to
Å Writing frames

Challenge:

Å Creating a poem without rhyming patterns

Å Writing the same poem for a younger audience 

Å Using lines from the book embedded within the poem



Year Group: 3
Unit: Biography of a famous person during the Roman conquest of Britain e.g. Boudicca, Cartimandua, 
Roman emperor - Spring 2

Purpose:

To inform

Audience:

Year 4/5

Potential books/ films:

Å Queen of Darkness

Å Boudiccaõs Army

Å We are the Romans: Meet the People Behind the History

Å Horrible Histories: Queen Boudiccaõs Secret Diary

Å History V.I.P - Boudicca

Å Model text/ online research

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences
Å I can organise my writing into paragraphs mostly accurately
Å I can use simple layout devices in non -fiction
Å I can use some conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions for 

cohesion and to add detail
Å I can use past and present tense mostly correctly
Å I can use the range of punctuation taught up and including 

Year 3 mostly correctly

GDS:
Å I can use detail and vocabulary to interest and engage the 

reader
Å I can improve the effect of my writing by making changes 

when editing

Grammar links:

Å Past tense

Å Cohesive devices

Å Possessive apostrophes

Å Main and subordinate clauses

Support:

Å Headed sections to research
Å Notes provided to write from
Å Sentence stems
Å Timelines of life to organise paragraphs
Å Sentences to order into chronological order
Å Specific questions to find the answer to - narrow research
Å Guided groups

Challenge:

Å Identify historical voice within the biography of why that individual 
may be remembered more over others

Å Glossary to support understanding of subject specific vocabulary



Year Group: 3 Unit: Narrative - Linked to Escape from Pompeii - Summer 1

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Parents

Potential books/ films:

Å Escape from Pompeii

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
ÅI can describe settings, character and plot in narrative
ÅI can organise my writing into paragraphs mostly accurately
ÅI can use inverted commas in direct speech
ÅI can use some conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions for 

cohesion and to add detail
ÅI can use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify
ÅI can use past and present tense mostly correctly and begin 

to use present perfect verb forms
ÅI can use the range of punctuation taught up and including 

Year 3 mostly correctly

GDS:
ÅI can write effectively and coherently for different purposes, 

drawing on my reading
ÅI can use detail and vocabulary to interest and engage the 

reader
ÅI can improve the effect of my writing by making changes 

when editing

Grammar links:

Å Tense, including present perfect verb forms

Å Cohesive devices

Å Adverbs

Å Expanded noun phrases

Å Direct speech and punctuation of direct speech

Å Punctuation

Å Clauses
Support:

Å Graphic organisers for mapping characters and action
Å Word banks
Å Prompts for punctuating speech - speech bubbles to plan 

out speech before then punctuating properly
Å Storyboard with images to simplify original story
Å Simple sentences constructed
Å Expanded noun phrases provided

Challenge:

Å Add a twist to the story

Å Add ôaccentõ through the way speech is written

Å Synonyms to be specific with vocabulary - one word where it can do 
the job of two or three



Year Group: 3 Unit: Poetry - Volcanoes - Summer 1

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Whole school

Potential books/ films:

Å Escape from Pompeii

Å Video clips of volcanoes erupting

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences
Å I can use a or an correctly
Å I can use some conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions for 

cohesion and to add detail
Å I can use expanded noun phrases to describe and specify
Å I can use past and present tense mostly correctly and begin 

to use present perfect verb forms

GDS:
Å I can write effectively and coherently for different purposes, 

drawing on my reading
Å I can use detail and vocabulary to interest and engage the 

reader
Å I can improve the effect of my writing by making changes 

when editing

Grammar links:

Å Verbs and adverbs

Å Cohesive devices

Å Synonyms

Å Expanded noun phrases

Å Tense form

Å A or an

Å Prefixes
Support:

Å Identify key spellings from 3/4 list as a word mat to use
Å Noun phrases to expand
Å Images to create expanded noun phrases
Å Word banks
Å Sentences to add to
Å Writing frames
Å Senses and examples for each sense

Challenge:

Å Write it as a narrative poem

Å Different perspectives e.g. poem as the magma, poem as an 
observer of the volcano erupting



Year Group: 3 Unit: Information text about plants - Summer 2

Purpose:

To inform

Audience:

Year 2 - ready for transition

Potential books/ films:

Å A Seed is Sleepy

Å Botanicum

Å I Ate Sunshine for Breakfast

Å Grow: A First Guide to Plants and How to Grow Them

Å The Green Planet

Å Online research/ science work

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences
Å I can organise my writing into paragraphs mostly accurately
Å I can use simple layout devices in non -fiction
Å I can use some conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions for 

cohesion and to add detail
Å I can use past and present tense mostly correctly and begin 

to use present perfect verb forms
Å I can use the range of punctuation taught up and including 

Year 3 mostly correctly

GDS:
Å I can write effectively and coherently for different purposes, 

drawing on my reading to inform the vocabulary and 
grammar of my writing

Å I can use detail and vocabulary to interest and engage the 
reader

Å I can improve the effect of my writing by making changes 
when editing

Grammar links:

Å Conjunctions, prepositions and adverbs for cohesion

Å Prefixes

Å Tense and verb forms

Å Clause structures

Support:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support 
achieving WTS or EXS

Challenge:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support achieving GDS or 
confident EXS



Year Group: 3 Unit: Persuasive letter about protecting the environment to keep plants safe - Summer 2

Purpose:

To persuade

Audience:

Wider audience

Potential books/ films:

Å The Last Tree

Å The Wonder of Trees

Å The Green Planet

Å Dear Greenpeace

Å Earth Heroes

Å The Story of Climate Change

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences
Å I can organise my writing into paragraphs mostly accurately
Å I can use some conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions for 

cohesion and to add detail
Å I can use past and present tense mostly correctly and begin 

to use present perfect verb forms
Å I can use the range of punctuation taught up and including 

Year 3 mostly correctly

GDS:
Å I can write effectively and coherently for different purposes, 

drawing on my reading to inform the vocabulary and 
grammar of my writing

Å I can use detail and vocabulary to interest and engage the 
reader

Å I can improve the effect of my writing by making changes 
when editing

Grammar links:

Å Cohesive devices

Å Punctuation

Å Main and subordinate clauses

Support:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support 
achieving WTS or EXS

Challenge:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support achieving GDS or 
confident EXS



Year 4 Units



Year Group: 4 Unit: Character description (Beowulf) - Autumn 1

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Each other

Potential books/ films:

- Beowulf ðMichael Morpurgo

- Monster Slayer

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes
Å I can organise my writing into paragraphs around a theme
Å I can describe characters
Å I can use adjectives and adverbs for effect
Å I can use coordinating conjunctions and subordinating 

conjunctions correctly to join clauses

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences 
Å I can describe characters
Å I can use a range of conjunctions, adverbs, prepositions 

and pronouns for cohesion, detail and clarity
Å I can use past and present tense correctly 

Grammar links:

Å Nouns and adjectives

Å Determiners

Å Expanded noun phrases 

Å Possessive apostrophes

Å Present and past tense

Å Pronouns

Å Conjunctions
Support:

Å Images
Å Word banks
Å Simple sentence construction
Å Noun phrases to expand
Å Paragraph sentence structure sheet to support cohesion
Å Magpieing words and phrases from reading

Challenge:

Å Show donõt tell

Å Use of determiners to clarify or create doubt

Å Synonyms for conciseness 



Year Group: 4 Unit: Information text about states of matter - Autumn 1

Purpose:

To inform

Audience:

Parents

Potential books/ films:

Å Information texts/ books about states of matter

Å Internet research 

Å Science work completed in lessonsLinks to writing assessment grid:

WTS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes
Å I can organise my writing into paragraphs around a theme
Å I can use simple layout devices in non -fiction
Å I can use coordinating conjunctions and subordinating 

conjunctions correctly to join clauses
Å I can use some of the punctuation used in Year 3 and 4

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences
Å I can use commas after fronted adverbials
Å I can use a range of conjunctions, adverbs, prepositions 

and pronouns for cohesion, detail and clarity
Å I can use past tense and present tense correctly, including 

a wider range of verb forms

Grammar links:

Å Cohesive devices including conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions

Å Clauses

Å Present perfect verbs

Å Fronted adverbials and commas after them

Å Apostrophes for contraction/ possession

Å Determiners

Support:

Å Simple sentences to expand on with detail
Å Limit research books available to where information can be 

accessed easily
Å Provide introduction and conclusion
Å Word mat with key spellings for 3/4 that are appropriate
Å Examples of determiners
Å Writing support sheet with boxes for sentence by sentence

Challenge:

Å Include glossary

Å Topic phrases in place of sub -headings

Å Use of technical vocabulary



Year Group: 4 Unit: Bonfire Night Poetry - Autumn 2

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

General audience - use for 
display

Potential books/ films:

Å Clips on firework events

Å Firework Night by Enid Blyton

Å The Bonfire at Night by Enid BlytonLinks to writing assessment grid:

WTS:
Å I can use adjectives and adverbs for effect
Å I can write for a range of purposes
Å My handwriting is legible

EXS:
Å I can use a range of conjunctions, adverbs, prepositions 

and pronouns for detail and clarity
Å I can use commas after fronted adverbials
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences
Å I can use past and present tense correctly, including a 

wider range of verb forms

Grammar links:

Å Prepositions

Å Clauses

Å Conjunctions

Å Fronted adverbials and using commas

Å Adverbs

Å Adjectives and nouns

Å Expanded noun phrases
Support:

Å Images
Å Videos
Å Onomatopoeia word bank
Å Spelling lists
Å Adjectives
Å Adverbs
Å Provide fronted adverbials to put commas in front of

Challenge:

Å Write from different perspectives e.g. child, adult, animal



Year Group: 4 Unit: Anglo -Saxon/ Viking Narrative - Autumn 2

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Year 5 - As they studied them 
last year

Potential books/ films:

Å Anglo -Saxon Boy 

Å Viking Boy

Å She Wolf

Å A Viking Adventure

Å Winter of the Wolves

Å Saxon Tales: The Lord who Lost his Head

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:
Å I can organise my writing into paragraphs around a theme
Å I can describe settings and characters
Å I can use coordinating conjunctions and subordinating 

conjunctions correctly to join clauses
Å I can use adjectives and adverbs for effect

EXS:
Å I can describe settings, character and plot in narrative
Å I can use speech punctuation correctly most of the time
Å I can use a range of conjunctions, adverbs, prepositions 

and pronouns for cohesion, detail and clarity
Å I can use past tense and present tense correctly, including 

a wider range of verb forms
Å I can use commas after fronted adverbials
Å I can use possessive apostrophes correctly including with 

plurals

GDS:
Å I can develop character through description, actions and 

dialogue

Grammar links:

Å Conjunctions

Å Fronted adverbials with commas after

Å Direct speech and rules for punctuating speech

Å Possessive apostrophes

Å Expanded noun phrases

Å Tenses

Å Cohesive devices including conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions
Support:
Å Images to work together through creating vocabulary 

banks
Å Graphic organisers to map out characters and plot
Å Noun phrases to expand with adjectives
Å Sentence stems
Å Guided writing group
Å Speech punctuation reminders - limit rules they need to 

remember e.g. inverted commas and capital letter at start

Challenge:

Å Develop characters through dialogue both in what they say and how 
they say it e.g. formality, accent 

Å Using vocabulary for clarity and conciseness



Year Group: 4 Unit: Setting description - Spring 1

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Year 3 children

Potential books/ films:

- Link to Geography learning

- The Boy Who harnessed the wind

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:
Å I can describe settings
Å I can use adjectives and adverbs for effect
Å I can use coordinating conjunctions and subordinating 

conjunctions correctly to join clauses
Å I can use some of the punctuated used in Year 3 and 4

EXS:
Å I can describe settings in narratives
Å I can use past and present tenses correctly
Å I can use possessive apostrophes correctly including with 

plurals
Å I can use a range of conjunctions, adverbs, prepositions and 

pronouns for cohesion, detail and clarity
Å I can use commas after fronted adverbials

GDS:
Å I can improve the effect of my writing by making changes 

when editing
Å I can writ e effectively and coherently for different purposes, 

drawing on my reading to inform the vocabulary and 
grammar in my writing

Grammar links:

Å Nouns and adjectives

Å Determiners

Å Expanded noun phrases 

Å Possessive apostrophes

Å Present and past tense

Å Pronouns

Support:

Å Basic sentence punctuation
Å Using adjectives
Å Identify key spellings from Year 3/4 word list
Å Images to describe
Å Using Year 3 examples from earlier in the year to ôuplevelõ
Å Noun phrases to then expand
Å Word banks/ mats with specific examples

Challenge:

Å Two paragraphs -one of what the cave looks like now õabandonedõ 
and one about what it use to look like when it was in use by a family

Å Finding synonyms for clarity and to create a succinct description



Year Group: 4 Unit: Instructions for making a string telephone - Spring 1

Purpose:

To inform

Audience:

Each other - test out 
instructions

Potential books/ films:

Å Model text for instructions on science area

Å Other examples of instructional texts

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes
Å I can use simple layout devices in non -fiction
Å I can use some of the punctuation used in Year 3 and 4

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purp oses and audiences
Å I can use a range of conjunctions, adverbs, prepositions 

and pronouns for cohesion, detail and clarity
Å I can use past and present tense correctly, including a 

wider range of verb forms
Å I can use commas after fronted adverbials

GDS:
Å I can improve the effect of my writing by ma king changes 

when editing

Grammar links:

Å Cohesive devices

Å Fronted adverbials and commas after

Å Word classes

Å Possessive apostrophes

Support:

Å Images/ text map of key sequence
Å Steps out of sequence to put back in order
Å Imperative verbs word mat
Å Support in checking still writing in sentences that make 

sense and are punctuated accurately
Å Changing nouns to pronouns - support and examples

Challenge:

Å Personalise instructions so appears someone has been making notes 
as they go through that change instructions

Å Ensuring language is purposeful for instructions - clear and succinct 
rather than over descriptive



Year Group: 4 Unit: Description of the journey of a river - Spring 2

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

General audience - use for 
display

Potential books/ films:

Å Rivers

Å Rhythm of the Rain

Å Science learning on water cycle
Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:

Å I can describe settings, character and plot in narrative

Å I can use speech punctuation correctly most of the time

Å I can use a range of conjunctions, adverbs, prepositions and 

pronouns for cohesion, detail and clarity

Å I can use past and present tense correctly, including a wider 

range of verb forms

Å I can use commas after fronted adverbials

Å I can use possessive apostrophes correctly including with plurals

Å I can use standard English forms for verb inflections

Å I can use the range of punctuation taught up to and including 

Year 4 mostly correctly

GDS:

Å I can write effectively and coherently for different purposes, 

drawing on reading to inform vocabulary and g rammar of my 

writing

Å I can begin to make choices about using sentences of different 

lengths and types

Å I can improve the effect of my writing by making changes when 

editing

Å I can develop characters through description, actions and 

dialogu e

Grammar links:

Å Direct speech and punctuation of speech

Å Clauses

Å Punctuation

Å Cohesive devices including fronted adverbials 

Å Possessive apostrophes

Å Expanded noun phrases

Å Conjunctions
Support:

Å Story map images to write against
Å Vocabulary banks
Å Simple sentences to edit and improve
Å Guided groups
Å Transcription
Å Sentence stems
Å Noun phrases to expand

Challenge:

Å Writing from different viewpoints during the journey e.g. a paragraph 
from the foodõs point of view and then from the stomachõs point of 
view

Å Short sentences for impact e.g. 1 or 2 word sentence for effect



Year Group: 4 Unit: Persuasive letter about looking after rivers - Spring 2

Purpose:

To persuade

Audience:

Local MP/ David 
Attenborough

Potential books/ films:

Å Geography work about rivers

Å Internet researc h

Å Informatio n books

Å The River

Å Once upon a Raindrop

Å Water Cycles

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences
Å I can use a range of conjunctions, adverbs, prepositions 

and pronouns for cohesion, detail and clarity
Å I can use past and present tense correctly, including a 

wider range of verb forms
Å I can use commas after fronted adverbials
Å I can use possessive apostrophes correctly including with 

plurals
Å I can use the range of punctuation taught up to and 

including Year 4 mostly correctly

GDS:
Å I can write effectively and coherently for different purposes, 

drawing on reading to inform vocabulary and g rammar of 
my writing

Å I can begin to make choices about using sentences of 
different lengths and types

Å I can improve the effect of my writing by making changes 
when editing

Grammar links:

Å Conjunctions

Å Adverbs, including fronted adverbials

Å Possessive apostrophes

Å Clauses

Å Determiners

Å Punctuation

Support:

Å Structure of letter
Å Mapping out each paragraph - what is the key point?
Å Word mats to support cohesion - showing no contractions as 

well
Å Simple sentences to expand out
Å Changing modal verbs provided to change possibility
Å Guided introduction and conclusion
Å Paragraph sentence structure sheet to support cohesion

Challenge:

Å Researching facts about current government actions to use in letter 
to MP

Å Study MPõs language to use vocabulary that matches their formality 
and ideas



Year Group: 4 Unit: Narrative poetry - Summer 1

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Whole school - read some in 
assembly

Potential books/ films:

Å Adventures of Isabel

Å Matilda (Who Told Lies and Was Burned to Death)

Å The Owl and the Pussycat

Å The Jumblies

Å The Tale of Custard the Dragon

Å The Walrus and the Carpenter

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
ÅI can write for a range of purposes and audiences
ÅI can describe settings, character and plot in narrative
ÅI can use a range of conjunctions, adverbs, prepositions and 

pronouns for cohesion, detail and clarity
ÅI can use past and present tenses correctly, including a wider 

range of verb forms
ÅI can use possessive apostrophes correctly including with 

plurals 
ÅI can use commas after fronted adverbials

GDS:
ÅI can improve the effect of my writing by making changes 

when editing
ÅI can develop characters through description, actions and 

dialogue

Grammar links:

Å Word classes

Å Tenses

Å Conjunctions

Å Adverbs

Å Prepositions

Å Pronouns

Å Clause structures
Support:

Å Slow write model - step by step breakdown
Å Images to support
Å Vocabulary bank
Å Verb tense sheets
Å Join ideas together using conjunctions

Challenge:

Å Telling a story within a story

Å Use of similes and metaphors



Year Group: 4
Unit: Response to enquiry question through an explanation text (What was the most significant 
achievement of the Maya?) - Summer 1

Purpose:

To inform

Audience:

Each other/ Year 5 

Potential books/ films:

Å History work

Å Internet research

Å The History Detective Investigates: Mayan Ci vilisation

Å Daily Life in the Maya Civilisation

Å Great Civilisations: The Maya

Å DKfindout : Mayas, Incas and Aztecs

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences
Å I can use a range of conjunctions, adverbs, prepositions 

and pronouns for cohesion, detail and clarity
Å I can use past and present tenses correctly, including a 

wider range of verb forms
Å I can use commas after fronted adverbials
Å I can use possessive apostrophes correctly including with 

plurals
Å I can use standard English forms for verb inflections
Å I can use the range of punctuation taught up to and 

including Year 4 mostly correctly

GDS:
Å I can write effectively and coherently for different purposes, 

drawing on reading to inform vocabulary and g rammar of 
my writing

Å I can begin to make choices about using sentences of 
different lengths and types

Å I can improve the effect of my writing by making changes 
when editing

Grammar links:

Å Possessive apostrophes

Å Cohesive devices

Å Punctuation

Å Subject specific vocabulary

Å Tense

Support:

Å Research notes provided
Å Diamond 9 to sort out which they think is greatest 

achievement from potential options
Å Guided introduction
Å Sentence stems
Å Bullet points to convert to sentences
Å Guided groups

Challenge:

Å Present own opinion as well as then what others may consider the 
most significant achievement and why

Å Glossary
Å Different organisational features
Å Comparison to elsewhere in the world to underline significance



Year Group: 4 Unit: Myths and Legends - Summer 2

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

General

Potential books/ films:

Å Theseus and the Minotaur

Å Romulus and Remus

Å Wooden Horse

Å Perseus and Gorgon Medusa

Å Animated clip linked to Perseus and Gorgon Medusa

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences
Å I can describe settings , character and plot in narrative
Å I can use speech punctuation correctly most of the time
Å I can use a range of conjunctions, adverbs, prepositions 

and pronouns for cohesion, detail, and clarity
Å I can use past and present tenses correctly, including a 

wider range of verb forms
Å I can use commas after fronted adverbials
Å I can use a possessive apostrophe correctly, including with 

plurals
Å I can use the range of punctuation taught up to and 

including Year 4 mostly correctly

GDS:
Å I can develop character through description, actions and 

dialogue
Å I can improve the effect of my writing by making changes 

when editing 
Å I can begin to make choices about using sentences of 

different lengths and types

Grammar links:

Å Word classes (nouns, verbs, adverbs, adjectives, pronouns)

Å Determiners

Å Expanded noun phrases

Å Fronted adverbials and commas after

Å Direct speech and punctuating speech

Å Tenses

Å Cohesive devices
Support:

Å Images to work together through creating vocabulary 
banks

Å Graphic organisers to map out characters and plot
Å Noun phrases to expand with adjectives
Å Speech punctuation reminders - limit rules they need to 

remember e.g. inverted commas and capital letter at start

Challenge:

Å Develop characters through dialogue both in what they say and how 
they say it e.g. formality, accent 



Year Group: 4 Unit: Persuasive advert to visit Greece/ buy a ônewõ product in ancient Greece - Summer 2

Purpose:

To persuade

Audience:

Rest of the school (turn into 
filmed adverts)

Potential books/ films:

Å Example adverts - Horrible History examples, humorous TV adverts etc.

Å Travel brochures

Å So You Think Youõve Got It Bad? A Kidõs Life in Ancient Greece

Å A Visitors Guide to Ancient Greece

Å Groovy Greeks

Å DK Ancient Greece

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences
Å I can use a range of conjunctions, adverbs, prepositions 

and pronouns for cohesion, detail and clarity
Å I can use past and present tenses correctly, including a 

wider range of verb forms

GDS:
Å I can improve the effect of my writing by making changes 

when editing 
Å I can begin to make choices about using sentences of 

different lengths and types

Grammar links:

Å Rhetorical questions

Å Tense

Å Cohesive devices

Support:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support 
achieving WTS or EXS

Challenge:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support achieving GDS or 
confident EXS



Year 5 Units



Year Group: 5 Unit: Character description - Autumn 1

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Year 6

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:

Å I can write for a range of purposes

Å I can use paragraphs to organise my ideas

Å I can describe characters and setting in narrative

Å I can use coordinating conjunctions

Å I can use a range of subordinating conjunctions

Å I can use adjectives and adverbs for effect

Å I can use mostly correctly: capital letters and full stops, question 

marks, exclamation marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for 

contraction and possession

EXS:

Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences

Å I can describe settings, characters and atmosphere in narratives

Å I can use dialogue to move a narrative forward, maintaining a 

balance of speech and description

Å I can use a range of devices for cohesion in most of my writing 

both within and across paragraphs

Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout most 

of my writing

Å I can use relative clauses within my sentence using a relative 

pronoun

Å I can use brackets and dashes or commas for parenthesis

Potential books/ films:

Å Clips from Literacy Shed

Å Book/extract from class namesake author

Grammar links:

Å Verb tenses

Å Relative clauses

Å Parenthesis and punctuating parenthesis

Å Cohesive devices

Å Direct and indirect speech - punctuation of speech

Å Word classes (including determiners and prepositions)

Support:

Å Images
Å Word banks
Å Simple sentence construction
Å Noun phrases to expand
Å Paragraph sentence structure sheet to support cohesion
Å Magpieing words and phrases from reading

Challenge:

Å Show donõt tell

Å Use of determiners to clarify or create doubt

Å Synonyms for conciseness 



Year Group: 5 Unit: Review of enquiry question (Refugees) - Autumn 1

Purpose:

To discuss

Audience:

Parents

Potential books/ films:

Å Home Ground

Å Welcome to Nowhere

Å The Boy at the Back of the Class

Å Running on the Roof of the World

Å No Ballet Shoes in Syria

Å Azzi In Between

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes
Å I can use paragraphs to organise my ideas
Å I can use coordinating conjunctions
Å I can use a range of subordinating conjunctions
Å I can use mostly correctly: capital letters and full stops, 

question marks, exclamation marks, commas for lists and 
apostrophes for contraction and possession

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences
Å I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that 

are appropriate to the audience and purpose
Å I can use a range of devices for cohesion in most of my 

writing both within and across paragraphs 
Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout 

most of my writing
Å I can use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in 

writing

Grammar links:

Å Conjunctions

Å Fronted adverbials

Å Punctuation

Å Verb tenses

Å Word classes

Support:

Å Scaffold and notes from history lessons to refer back to
Å Provide outline with ôheadingsõ for each paragraph
Å Word bank
Å Guided introduction
Å Model answer to tweak and adapt
Å Guided group
Å Bullet point plan to reconstruct into sentences

Challenge:

Å Range of punctuation used through response

Å Consider harshness for some people and ease for others -
unbalanced elements of society

Å Direct the written response to the reader



Year Group: 5 Unit: Letter to persuade people to join the war effort - Autumn 2

Purpose:

To persuade

Audience:

WW1 showcase to parents

Potential books/ films:

Å Geography work

Å Internet research

Å Who are Refugees and Migrants? What makes people leave their 
homes? And other big questions

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:

Å I can write for a range of purposes

Å I can use paragraphs to organise my ideas

Å I can use coordinating conjunctions

Å I can use a range of subordinating conjunctions

EXS:

Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences

Å I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that are 

appropriate to the audience and purpose

Å I can use a range of devices for cohesion in most of my writing 

both within and across paragraphs

Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout most 

of my writing

Å I can use modal verbs

Å I can use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in 

writing

GDS:

Å I can choose precise and effective vocabulary according to the 

purpose and audience

Å I can begin to select the appropriate form

Support:

Å Structure of letter
Å Mapping out each paragraph - what is the key point?
Å Word mats to support cohesion - showing no contractions as 

well
Å Simple sentences to expand out
Å Changing modal verbs provided to change possibility
Å Guided introduction and conclusion
Å Paragraph sentence structure sheet to support cohesion

Challenge:

Å Researching facts about current government actions to use in letter 
to MP

Å Study MPõs language to use vocabulary that matches their formality 
and ideas

Grammar links:

Å Cohesive devices, including conjunctions

Å Modal verbs

Å Commas for clarity

Å Verb tenses

Å Synonyms



Year Group: 5 Unit: Character journey - Autumn 2

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Whole school display

Potential books/ films:

- Private Peaceful

- The Christmas Truce

- Sainsburyõs advert ðChristmas Truce
Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:

Å I can write for a range of purposes

Å I can describe characters and setting in narrative

Å I can use adjectives and adverbs for effect

Å I can use a range of subordinating conjunctions

EXS:

Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences

Å I can describe settings, characters and atmosphere in narratives

Å I can use dialogue to move a narrative forward, maintaining a 

balance of speech and description

Å I can use a range of devices for cohesion in most of my writing 

both within and across paragraphs

Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout most 

of my writing

Å I can use relative clauses within my sentence using a relative 

pronoun

Å I can use brackets and dashes or commas for parenthesis

GDS:

Å I can choose precise and effective vocabulary according to the 

purpose and audience

Grammar links:

Å Verb tenses

Å Relative clauses

Å Parenthesis and punctuating parenthesis

Å Cohesive devices

Å Direct and indirect speech - punctuation of speech

Å Word classes (including determiners and prepositions)

Å Clause structures
Support:

Å Rules and examples to support with punctuating speech
Å Map out journey of story
Å Word mats
Å Sentences provided with a relative pronoun to then add to
Å Paragraph sentence structure sheet to support cohesion
Å Character plot map - who is involved where

Challenge:

Å Switch between character viewpoints

Å Switch between time periods - modern day and time when going 
through event 



Year Group: 5 Unit: Narrative linked to Suffragettes - Spring 1

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Year 4

Potential books/ films:

Å The Unstoppable Letty Pegg

Å Girls for the Vote

Å The Princess and the Suffragette

Å Bring out the Banners

Å My Best Friend the Suffragette

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences
Å I can describe settings, characters and atmosphere in 

narratives
Å I can use dialogue to move a narrative forward, 

maintaining a balance of speech and description
Å I can use a range of devices for cohesion in most of my 

writing both within and across paragraphs
Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout 

most of my writing
Å I can use relative clauses within my sentence using a 

relative pronoun
Å I can use brackets and dashes or commas for parenthesis

GDS:
Å I can choose precise and effective vocabulary according 

to the purpose and audience
Å I can begin to select the appropriate form and draw on 

what I have read as models for my own writing

Support:

Å Rules and examples to support with punctuating speech
Å Map out journey of story
Å Word mats
Å Sentences provided with a relative pronoun to then add to
Å Paragraph sentence structure sheet to support cohesion
Å Character plot map - who is involved where

Challenge:

Å Switch between character viewpoints

Å Switch between time periods - modern day and time when going 
through event 

Å Showing that event is in history through dialogue used by characters

Grammar links:

Å Verb tenses

Å Relative clauses

Å Parenthesis and punctuating parenthesis

Å Cohesive devices

Å Direct and indirect speech - punctuation of speech

Å Word classes (including determiners and prepositions)

Å Clause structures



Year Group: 5 Unit: Biography about a suffragette - Spring 1

Purpose:

To inform

Audience:

Year 6

Potential books/ films:

Å A Question of Courage

Å Suffragette (My Story)

Å Internet research about various suffragettes, including Princess Sophia 
Duleep Singh

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes
Å I can use paragraphs to organise my id eas
Å I can use mostly correctly: capital letters and full stops, 

question marks, exclamation marks, commas for lists and 
apostrophes for contraction and possession

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences
Å I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that are 

appropriate to the audience and purpose
Å I can use a range of devices for cohesion in most of my 

writing within and across paragraphs
Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout 

most of my writing
Å I can use relative clauses within my sentence using a relative 

pronoun
Å I can use brackets and dashes or commas for parenthesis

GDS:
Å I can choose precise and effective vocabulary according to 

the purpose and audience

Grammar links:

Å Punctuation

Å Clause structures

Å Relative clauses

Å Parenthesis

Å Synonyms

Å Cohesive devices

Support :

Å Pre-planned information
Å Limit research information
Å Guided group writes
Å Edit and correct given examples (e.g. verb tense)
Å Headings presented to then write about
Å Questions prepared to find answers to
Å Sentence stems 

Challenge:

Å Emotive vocabulary whilst remaining formal

Å Varying clause structures and lengths for effect



Year Group: 5 Unit: Haiku Poem about space - Spring 2

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Each other - opportunity to 
perform

Potential books/ films:

Å Beaches

Å In A Station of the Metro

Å Rain

Å Kites

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that 

are appropriate to the audience and purpose
Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout 

most of my writing

GDS:
Å I can choose precise and effective vocabulary according 

to the purpose and audience

Support:

Å Images
Å Videos
Å Spelling lists
Å Adjectives
Å Adverbs
Å Examples of synonyms

Challenge:

Å Create different versions that create different types of syllabic poems, 
following different syllable rules

Grammar links:

Å Word classes 

Å Expanded noun phrases

Å Verb tenses

Å Synonyms and antonyms



Year Group: 5 Unit: Review of enquiry question (How has our understanding of space changed over time) - Spring 2

Purpose:

To discuss

Audience:

Parents

Potential books/ films:

Å Dr Maggie õs Grand Tour of the Solar System

Å Space Maps

Å Planetarium (Junior Edition)

Å The Moon: Discover the Mysteries of Earthõs Closest Neighbour

Å The International Space Station

Å Space Explorers: 25 Extraordinary Stories of Space Exploration and 
Adventure

Challenge:

Å Draw models of heliocentric vs geocentric models

Å Use semi-colons and colons to mark clause boundaries

Å Use a range of punctuation appropriately for parenthesis

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences
Å I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that 

are appropriate to the audience and purpose
Å I can use a range of devices for cohesion in most of my 

writing both within and across paragraphs 
Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout 

most of my writing
Å I can use relative clauses within my sentence using a 

relative pronoun
Å I can use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in 

writing
Å I can use brackets and dashes or commas for parenthesis

GDS:
Å I can choose precise and effective vocabulary according 

to the purpose and audience
Å I can begin to select the appropriate form and draw on 

what I have read as models for my own writing
Å I can begin to use the range of punctuation taught at Key 

Stage 2 independently and sentence structures to show the 
difference between formal and informal writing

Grammar links:

Å Conjunctions

Å Fronted adverbials

Å Punctuation

Å Verb tenses

Å Word classes

Å Parenthesis

Å Clauses
Support:

Å Scaffold and notes from history lessons to refer back to
Å Provide outline with ôheadingsõ for each paragraph
Å Word bank
Å Guided introduction
Å Model answer to tweak and adapt
Å Guided group
Å Bullet point plan to reconstruct into sentences



Year Group: 5 Unit: Persuasive speech about protecting rainforests - Summer 1

Purpose:

To persuade

Audience:

School

Potential books/ films:

Å Expedition Diaries: Borneo Rainforest

Å Letõs Save the Amazon

Å Up in the Canopy

Å Where on Earth Book of Rainforests

Å The Incredible Ecosystems of Planet Earth

Å Climate Action

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences
Å I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that 

are appropriate to the audience and purpose
Å I can use a range of devices for cohesion in most of my 

writing both within and across paragraphs
Å I can use modal verbs
Å I can use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in 

writing
Å I can try to use hyphens to avoid ambiguity 

GDS:
Å I can choose precise and effective vocabulary according 

to the purpose and audience
Å I can begin to use the range of punctuation taught at Key 

Stage 2 independently and sentence structures to show the 
difference between formal and informal writing

Grammar links:

Å Hyphens

Å Cohesive devices

Å Synonyms

Å Using a colon to introduce a list

Å Punctuating bullet points consistently

Å Parenthesis and brackets, dashes and commas to punctuate

Å Verb tenses

Challenge:

Å Create a speech that persuades both young and old

Å Plan for counter -arguments and present the counter -argument to 
these already planned in the speech e.g. I know some of you might 
say é but

Support:

Å Key questions to support research
Å Theme areas for researc h
Å Paragraph sentence structure sheet to support cohesion
Å Magpie ideas from examples used
Å Images of damaged rainforests to develop understanding 

and use of emotive language



Year Group: 5 Unit: Setting description about a rainforest - Summer 1

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Year 2

Potential books/ films:

Å The Explorer

Å Lost in the Amazon

Å The Firework Makerõs Daughter

Å Running Wild

Å The Vanishing Rainforest

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences
Å I can describe settings in narrative
Å I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that 

are appropriate to the audience and purpose
Å I can use a range of devices for cohesion in most of my 

writing both within and across paragraphs 
Å I can use relative clauses within my sentence using a 

relative pronoun
Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout 

most of my writing
Å I can use brackets and dashes or commas for parenthesis

GDS:
Å I can choose precise and effective vocabulary according 

to the purpose and audience
Å I can begin to select the appropriate form and draw on 

what I have read as models for my own writing
Å I can begin to use the range of punctuation taught at Key 

Stage 2 independently and sentence structures to show the 
difference between formal and informal writing

Grammar links:

Å Word classes (nouns, verbs, adverbs, adjectives, determiners, 
prepositions)

Å Expanded noun phrases

Å Sentence structure and clauses

Å Tenses, including perfect forms of verbs

Support:

Å Images
Å Word banks
Å Simple sentence construction
Å Noun phrases to expand
Å Graphic organiser to plot out atmosphere through the 

setting description
Å Paragraph sentence structure sheet to support cohesion

Challenge:

Å Show donõt tell

Å Use of determiners to clarify or create doubt

Å Synonyms for conciseness 



Year Group: 5 Unit: Narrative - Summer 2

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

9 - 12 year olds

Potential books/ films:

Å The Treasure Hunters

Å The Last Bear

Å The House with Chicken Legs

Å Brightstorm

Å The Breakfast Club Adventures

Å The Boss of Everyone

Support:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support 
achieving WTS or EXS

Challenge:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support achieving GDS or 
confident EXS

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences
Å I can describe settings, characters and atmosphere in 

narratives
Å I can use dialogue to move a narrative forward, maintaining 

a balance of speech and description
Å I can use a range of devices for cohesion in most of my 

writing both within and across paragraphs
Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout 

most of my writing
Å I can use relative clauses within my sentence using a relative 

pronoun
Å I can use brackets and dashes or commas for parenthesis

GDS:
Å I can choose precise and effective vocabulary according to 

the purpose and audience
Å I can begin to select the appropriate form and draw on what 

I have read as models for my own writing
Å I can begin to use the range of punctuation taught at Key 

Stage 2 independently and sentence structures to show the 
difference between formal and informal writing

Grammar links:

Å Verb tenses

Å Relative clauses

Å Parenthesis and punctuating parenthesis

Å Cohesive devices

Å Direct and indirect speech - punctuation of speech

Å Word classes (including determiners and prepositions)

Å Clause structures



Year Group: 5 Unit: Explanation text linked to life in Ancient Sumer

Purpose:

To inform

Audience:

Whole school display

Potential books/ films:

Å Earth Heroes

Å The Story of Climate Change

Å Floodland

Å Online news stories and articles

Å TV and film clips linked to oceans e.g. work by David Attenborough 
on plastic in the oceans

Support:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support 
achieving WTS or EXS

Challenge:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support achieving GDS or 
confident EXS

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:

Å I can write for a range of purposes and audiences

Å I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that are 

appropriate to the audience and purpose

Å I can use a range of devices for cohesion in most of my writing 

both within and across paragraphs

Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout most of 

my writing

Å I can use commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity in writing

Å I can use modal verbs

Å I can use relative clauses within my sentence using a relative 

pronoun

Å I can use brackets and dashes or commas for parenthesis

Å I can try to use hyphens to avoid ambiguity

GDS:

Å I can choose precise and effective vocabulary according to the 

purpose and audience

Å I can begin to use the range of punctuation taught at Key Stage 2 

independently and sentence structures to show the difference 

between formal and informal writing

Å I can begin to select the appropriate form and draw on what I 

have read as models for my own writing

Grammar links:

Å Modal verbs

Å Commas and hyphens to avoid ambiguity

Å Cohesive devices

Å Verb tenses

Å Relative clauses and parenthesis

Å Semi-colons, dashes and colons to mark boundaries between 
independent clauses



Year 6 Units



Year Group: 6 Unit: Setting description River Thames - Autumn 1

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Year 4

Potential books/ films:

- Diverõs Daughter

- Rivers

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:
Å I can describe settings
Å I can use mostly correctly capital letters and full stops and 

commas for lists

EXS:
Å I can use the correct tense consistently throughout
Å I can describe settings and atmosphere in narratives
Å I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that 

match the level of formality mostly accurately
Å I can use adverbials of time and place for cohesion
Å I can use synonyms for cohesion
Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly through my 

writing
Å I can use a dictionary to check the spelling of tricky or 

adventurous words

Grammar links:

Å Word classes (nouns, verbs, adverbs, adjectives, determiners, 
prepositions)

Å Expanded noun phrases

Å Sentence structure and clauses

Å Tenses, including perfect forms of verbs

Support:

Å Images
Å Word banks
Å Simple sentence construction
Å Noun phrases to expand
Å Graphic organiser to plot out atmosphere through the 

setting description
Å Paragraph sentence structure sheet to support cohesion

Challenge:

Å Show donõt tell

Å Use of determiners to clarify or create doubt

Å Synonyms for conciseness 



Year Group: 6
Unit: Review of enquiry question (To what extent did race and class affect peopleõs lives in Tudor 
Britain?) - Autumn 1

Purpose:

To discuss

Audience:

Year 6

Potential books/ films:

Å How to be a Tudor

Å Black and British

Å Diverõs Daughter

Å Eyewitness: Tudor

Å Primary History: Tudors

Å Horrible Histories - Terrifying Tudors

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:
Å I can use paragraphs to organise ideas
Å I can use simple devices to structure my writing and support 

the reader (e.g. headings, sub -headings, bullet points)

EXS:
Å I can use the correct tense consistently throughout
Å I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that 

match the level of formality mostly accurately
Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly through my 

writing
Å I can use a range of devices for cohesion (e.g. 

conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, pronouns, 
synonyms)

Å I can spell most words correctly (Year 5 and 6)

Grammar links:

Å Tenses including perfect form of verbs

Å Adverbials

Å Punctuation of bullet points

Å Synonyms

Å Cohesive devices

Å Levels of formality

Support:

Å Scaffold and notes from history lessons to refer back to
Å Provide outline with ôheadingsõ for each paragraph
Å Word bank
Å Guided introduction
Å Model answer to tweak and adapt
Å Guided group
Å Bullet point plan to reconstruct into sentences

Challenge:

Å Writing two opposing arguments from either side of the discussion

Å Range of punctuation used through response

Å Direct the written response to the reader



Year Group: 6 Unit: Information text about Nelson Mandela - Autumn 2

Purpose:

To inform

Audience:

Parents

Potential books/ films:

Å Information texts/ books about Apartheid

Å Internet research about Apartheid and Nelson Mandela

Å Interview with member of staff who lived in South Afirca during 
apartheid

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:
Å I can use paragraphs to organise ideas
Å I can use simple devices to structure my writing and support 

the reader
Å I can use mostly correctly capital letters and full stops

EXS:
Å I can use the correct tense consistently throughout
Å I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that 

match the level of formality mostly accurately
Å I can use conjunctions for cohesion
Å I can use adverbials of time and place for cohesion
Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout 

my writing
Å I can use the range of punctuation taught at Key Stage 2 

mostly correctly

GDS:
Å I can use the range of punctuation taught at Key Stage 2 

correctly and when necessary, use such punctuation 
precisely to enhance meaning

Grammar links:

Å Tenses

Å Conjunctions

Å Parenthesis

Å Cohesive devices

Å Fronted adverbials

Support:

Å Research notes provided
Å Limit research options
Å Sentence structure box to help formation of paragraphs
Å Sub-headings provide d
Å Guided introduction and conclusion

Challenge:

Å Include a glossary to support understanding for your audience

Å Consider technical vocabulary based on the target audience 



Year Group: 6 Unit: Winter poetry - Autumn 2

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Local library

Potential books/ films:

Å YouTube clips of winter scenes

Å Images of winter scenes

Å Winter (William Shakespeare)

Å Winter (Walter De La Mare)

Å Winter (Abbi Baker)

Å I am Winter: King of Seasons

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:
Å I can describe settings and characters
Å I can spell most words correctly (Year 3 and 4)
Å I can spell some words correctly (Year 5 and 6)

EXS:
Å I can use the correct tense consistently throughout
Å I can describe settings and atmosphere
Å I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that 

match the level of formality mostly accurately
Å I can use a range of devices for cohesion
Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly through my 

writing
Å I can use a dictionary to check the spelling of tricky or 

adventurous words

GDS:
Å I can exercise an assured and conscious control over levels 

of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar 
and vocabulary to achieve this

Grammar links:

Å Synonyms and antonyms

Å Using a dictionary/ thesaurus

Å Tense

Å Vocabulary for effect

Å Active and passive

Å Adverbials

Å Ellipsis 
Support:

Å Word bank/ spelling lists
Å Examples of synonyms
Å Sentence stems or sentence openers
Å Writing poem in groups
Å Rhyming pairs provided
Å Reconstruct examples/ put them back in order

Challenge:

Å Avoid using rhyme in their poem

Å Tell the poem from the point of view of part of the setting (e.g. from 
the point of view of a snowflake or tree)



Year Group: 6 Unit: Narrative - Spring 1 (WW2 ðRose Blanche)

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Parents

Potential books/ films:

Å Letters from the lighthouse

Å Rose Blanche

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:

Å I can use paragraphs to organise ideas

Å I can describe characters and settings

EXS:

Å I can use the correct tense consistently throughout

Å I can describe settings, characters and atmosphere in narratives

Å I can use dialogue to convey character and advance action

Å I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that match the 

level of formality mostly accurately

Å I can use adverbials of time and place, pronouns and synonyms for 

cohesion

Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly through my writing

Å I can use the range of punctuation taught at Key Stage 2 mostly 

correctly

GDS:

Å I can distinguish between the language of speech and writing and 

choose the appropriate register

Å I can exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of 

formality, particularly through manipulating grammar and vocabulary 

to achieve this

Å I can write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, 

selecting the appropriate form and drawing independently on what I 

have read as a model for my own writing

Grammar links:

Å Verb tenses 

Å Direct and indirect speech - punctuation of speech and levels of 
formality

Å Subjunctive form

Å Expanded noun phrases

Å Cohesive devices including adverbials and conjunctions

Å Ellipsis

Å Clauses, including relative clauses - punctuation of parenthesisSupport:

Å Rules and examples to support with punctuating speech
Å Map out journey of story
Å Word mats 
Å Sentences provided with a relative pronoun to then add to
Å Paragraph sentence structure sheet to support cohesion
Å Character plot map - who is involved where

Challenge:

Å Dialogue to show different formality/ characters from different 
backgrounds

Å Use of subjunctive form within writing

Å Flashbacks



Year Group: 6 Unit: Narrative (same narrative, different audience) 

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Year 2

Potential books/ films:

- Rose Blanche

- Letters fro m the lighthouse

Links to writing assessment grid:

WTS:

Å I can use paragraphs to organise ideas

Å I can describe characters and settings

EXS:

Å I can use the correct tense consistently throughout

Å I can describe settings, characters and atmosphere in narratives

Å I can use dialogue to convey character and advance action

Å I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that match the 

level of formality mostly accurately

Å I can use adverbials of time and place, pronouns and synonyms for 

cohesion

Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly through my writing

Å I can use the range of punctuation taught at Key Stage 2 mostly 

correctly

GDS:

Å I can distinguish between the language of speech and writing and 

choose the appropriate register

Å I can exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of 

formality, particularly through manipulating grammar and vocabulary 

to achieve this

Å I can write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, 

selecting the appropriate form and drawing independently on what I 

have read as a model for my own writing

Grammar links:

Å Verb tenses 

Å Direct and indirect speech - punctuation of speech and levels of 
formality

Å Expanded noun phrases

Å Cohesive devices including adverbials and conjunctions

Å Clauses, including relative clauses - punctuation of parenthesis

Å Synonyms - concept of using simpler words for the audience

Support:

Å Rules and examples to support with punctuating speech
Å Map out journey of story
Å Sentences provided with a relative pronoun to then add to
Å Paragraph sentence structure sheet to support cohesion
Å Character plot map - who is involved where
Å Previous story to edit and adapt
Å Group work on editing sentences to ôdown-levelõ them

Challenge:

Å Dialogue to show different formality/ characters from different backgrounds

Å Flashbacks

Å Keeping grammatical structures within KS1 expectations with a clear 

understanding of how to do this e.g. Year 2 conjunctions



Year Group: 6 Unit: Biography of a Jewish child  - Spring 2

Purpose:

To inform

Audience:

Whole school - potential 
display

Potential books/ films:

Å Anne Frank Diary

Å Great Women who Changed the World and similar books that 
provide a one page biography

Å Internet research

Å National Holocaust Website

Å Rescuing the children: The Story of the Kindertransport

Å Fritz and Kurt

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:

Å I can use the correct tense consistently throughout

Å I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that match 

the level of formality mostly accurately

Å I can use a range of devices for cohesion

Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly through my 

writing

Å I can use the range of punctuation taught at Key Stage 2 mostly 

correctly

Å I can spell most words correctly (Year 5 and 6)

Å I can use a dictionary to check the spelling of tricky or 

adventurous words

GDS:

Å I can exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of 

formality, particularly through manipulating grammar and 

vocabulary to achieve this

Å I can use the range of punctuation taught a t Key Stage 2 

correctly and when necessary, use such punctuation precisely 

to enhance meaning

Å I can write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, 

selecting the appropriate form and drawing independently on 

what I have read as a model for my own writing

Grammar links:

Å Verb tenses

Å Adverbials

Å Cohesive devices

Å Punctuation including colons and semi -colons to mark clause 
boundaries

Å Clauses

Å Formal vs informal language

Support :

Å Pre-planned information
Å Limit research information
Å Guided group writes
Å Edit and correct given examples (e.g. verb tense)
Å Headings presented to then write about
Å Questions prepared to find answers to
Å Sentence stems 

Challenge:

Å Map to show the journey their child went on

Å Emotive vocabulary whilst remaining formal

Å Varying clause structures and lengths for effect



Year Group: 6 Unit: Persuasive letter  (WW2) - Spring 2

Purpose:

To persuade

Audience:

Mr Spratt

Potential books/ films:

Å Letters from the Lighthouse

Å Examples of persuasive letters

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:

Å I can use the correct tense consistently throughout

Å I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that match 

the level of formality mostly accurately

Å I can use conjunctions for cohesion

Å I can use synonyms for cohesion

Å I can use pronouns for cohesion

Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly through my 

writing

Å I can use the range of punctuation taught at Key Stage 2 mostly 

correctly

GDS:

Å I can use the range of punctuation taught at Key Stage 2 

correctly and when necessary, use such punctuation precisely 

to enhance meaning

Å I can exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of 

formality, particularly through manipulating grammar and 

vocabulary to achieve this

Å I can write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, 

selecting the appropriate form and drawing independently on 

what I have read as a model for my own writing

Grammar links:

Å Cohesive devices

Å Clauses, including relative clauses and punctuation for parenthesis

Å Semi-colons, dashes and colons to mark boundaries between 
independent clauses

Å Using a colon to introduce a list

Å Punctuating bullet points consistently

Å Parenthesis and brackets, dashes and commas to punctuate

Å Commas and hyphens to avoid ambiguitySupport:

Å Provide questions to research answers to
Å Break down key points
Å Sentence structure - focus on punctuation and making 

sense
Å Sentence openers to build on
Å Paragraph themes set o ut

Challenge:

Å Using language from the 1940õs within the letter

Å Clever use of repetition throughout different paragraphs

Å Subjunctive form



Year Group: 6 Unit: Poetry - Shakespeare Sonnet - Summer 1

Purpose:

To inform

Audience:

General

Potential books/ films:

Å Shakespeare Sonnets

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can use the correct tense consistently throughout
Å I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that 

match the level of formality mostly accurately
Å I can use adverbials of time and place, pronouns and 

synonyms for cohesion
Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly through my 

writing
Å I can use the range of punctuation taught at Key Stage 2 

mostly correctly

GDS:
Å I can exercise an assured and conscious control over levels 

of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar 
and vocabulary to achieve this

Grammar links:

Å Verb tenses

Å Synonyms and antonyms

Å Clause structures

Å Active and passive voice

Å Subjunctive form

Å Hyphens and commas to avoid ambiguity

Å Adverbials
Support:

Å Spelling lists
Å Adjectives
Å Adverbs
Å Examples of synonyms
Å Translate and rewrite Shakespeare version to use modern -

day language instead

Challenge:

Å Subjunctive form

Å Hyphens

Å Twisted version of a sonnet



Year Group: 6 Unit: Review of enquiry question (Sustainable Tourism) - Summer 1

Purpose:

To discuss

Audience:

Parents

Potential books/ films:

Å Questions and Answers About Plastic

Å A Planet full of Plastic

Å The Whale who ate Plastic

Å Trash

Å Flotsam

Å The Lost Whale

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can use the correct tense consistently throughout
Å I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that 

match the level of formality mostly accurately
Å I can use conjunctions for cohesion
Å I can use synonyms for cohesion
Å I can use adverbials of time and place for cohesion
Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly through my 

writing

GDS:
Å I can use the range of punctuation taught at Key Stage 2 

correctly and when necessary, use such punctuation 
precisely to enhance meaning

Å I can exercise an assured and conscious control over levels 
of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar 
and vocabulary to achieve this

Å I can write effectively for a range of purposes and 
audiences, selecting the appropriate form and drawing 
independently on what I have read as a model for my own 
writing

Grammar links:

Å Clauses

Å Synonyms

Å Adverbials

Å Semi-colons, dashes and colons to mark boundaries between 
independent clauses

Å Bullet points and colons to introduce a list

Support:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support 
achieving WTS or EXS

Challenge:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support achieving GDS or 
confident EXS



Year Group: 6 Unit: Narrative of child during Industrial Revolution - Summer 2

Purpose:

To entertain

Audience:

Secondary school

Potential books/ films:

Å Street Child

Å Gaslight

Å Hetty Feather

Å Cogheart

Å The Vanishing Trick

Å Rivet Boy

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:

Å I can use the correct tense consistently throughout

Å I can describe settings, characters and atmosphere in narratives

Å I can use dialogue to to co nvey character and advance action

Å I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that match 

the level of formality mostly accurately

Å I can use a range of devices for cohesion

Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout my 

writing

Å I can use the range of punctuations taught at Key Stage 2 mostly 

correctly 

GDS:

Å I can use the range of punctuation taught at Key Stage 2 correctly 

and when necessary, use such punctuation precisely to enhance 

meaning

Å I can exercise an assured and conscious control over levels of 

formality, particularly through manipulating grammar and 

vocabulary to achieve this

Å I can write effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, 

selecting the appropriate form and drawing independently on 

what I have read as a model for my own writing

Å I can distinguish between the language of speech and writing and 

choose the appropriate register

Grammar links:

Å Punctuating speech

Å Subjunctive form

Å Active and passive voice

Å Expanded noun phrases

Å Clauses 

Å Cohesive devices

Å Punctuation, including for parenthesis
Support:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support 
achieving WTS or EXS

Challenge:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support achieving GDS or 
confident EXS



Year Group: 6 Unit: Newspaper article (Events from Year 6) - Summer 2

Purpose:

To inform

Audience:

Secondary school or Year 5 
pupils

Potential books/ films:

- Memories from time in school and year 6

Links to writing assessment grid:

EXS:
Å I can use the correct tense consistently throughout
Å I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures that 

match the level of formality mostly accurately
Å I can use a range of devices for cohesion
Å I can use verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout 

my writing
Å I can use the range of punctuations taught at Key Stage 2 

mostly correctly 

GDS:
Å I can use the range of punctuation taught at Key Stage 2 

correctly and when necessary, use such punctuation 
precisely to enhance meaning

Å I can exercise an assured and conscious control over levels 
of formality, particularly through manipulating grammar 
and vocabulary to achieve this

Å I can distinguish between the language of speech and 
writing and choose the appropriate register

Grammar links:

Å Direct and reported speech

Å Subjunctive form

Å Active and passive

Å Clauses

Å Punctuation, including punctuation for parenthesis and avoiding 
ambiguity 

Support:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support 
achieving WTS or EXS

Challenge:

Å As appropriate by this point of the year to support achieving GDS or 
confident EXS


